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~ pwry-FourTH Coneress, Ist Session. 


move that the House take from the Speaker’s 
table a joint resolution (H. R. No. 26) giving an 
increased compensation to the laborers in the 
employment of the executive and legislative 
departments of the Government, in the city of 
Washington, which has been returned from the 
Senate with an amendment. The amendment of 
the Senate makes the same provision for the 
iaborers, and also provides for equalizing the 
salaries of messengers and assistant messengers. 
The amendment in some cases provides for an 
increase of salary from $840 to $900. The in- 
crease is slight; and I trust the amendment will 
be agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was taken from the Speaker’s table; 
and the amendment of the Senate was reported, 


as follows: } 


Strike out the item relating to the annual pay of $600, 
from July, 1856, and substitute the following: 

There shajl be one principal messenger in each of the 
offices of the Secretaries of State, Treasury, Interior, War, 
and Navy, Postmaster General, and Attorney General, at 
an annual salary of $900, and one principal messenger in 


each of the bureaus of the several Executive Departments, | 


at an annual salary of $840 each ; and all other messengers 
and assistant messengers now authorized by law to be em- 
ployed in said Departments shall receive an annual salary 
of $700; and all laborers in the employment of the Govern- 
ment, in the Executive Departments, and on the public 
grounds, in the city of Washington, shall receive an annual 


salary of $600 each, from and after the Ist day of July, 1856; | 


and such sum, in addition to the appropria:ions otherwise 
provided, as may be required to pay the san @, is hereby ap- 
propriated out of any money@n the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Mr. COBB. 
the amendment. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the amendment was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickus, their Secretary, notifying the 


I call for the previous question on 


House that the Senate had passed the post route | 


bill, with sundry amendments; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. MACE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table the 
post route bill, just returned from the Senate 
with amendments, for the purpose of considering 
those amendments. 


There being no objection, the bill was taken | 


from the Speaker’s table; and the amendments of 
the Senate were severally read, and agreed to. 
Mr. MACE moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the amendments were agreed to, and also | 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES B. SHIRLEY AND OTHERS. 


Mr. BALL. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to 
pay out of the contingent fund to Charles B. Shirley, for 
his services in taking care of rooms and attending upon 
committees in the south wing of the Capitol extension, 
compensation at the rate usually paid to the messengers, 
commencing on the 4th day of July last; and that the said 
Clerk be also directed to pay, in like manner, to Charles 
Upton, assistant pastmaster, the same rate of compensation 
that is allowed to the assistant doorkeeper, commencing 
with this Congress, and continuing until otherwise ordered. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BALL moved to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to accept the following resolution as 
an amendment to his: 

_ Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Re 
lives be, and is hereby, directed to pay to John Lewis Hick- 
man fifty cents per day for each day he has been actually 
employed as a messenger or otherwise about the Capitol 
d the recess of Congress. 

Mr. BALL. Iaccept the amendmentasa part 
of my resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 


And that the Clerk of the House be, and hereby is, author- 
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the Secretary of War or 7 any other Depart- | 
desire to know the | 





MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 1856. 


' 


ized to pay out of the contingent fund of the House the sum 
of to John B. Raub, for lighting the chandelier in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives during the present 
session of Congress. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. BALL moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which the resolution was agreed to, and also that | 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


RED RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. RUST. I move a suspension of the rules 
to take up from the Speaker’s table and put upon 
its passage Senate bill (No. 70) for continuing | 
and completing the improvement of the Red river 
at the raft. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


REVENUE CUTTER AT NEW YORK. 


Mr. PELTON. I ask that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose of taking up and putting | 
upon its passage a Senate bill to authorize the 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 


| ginia has the floor, and cannot yield it unless by 


| unanimous consent, 


| 
| 


Mr.McMULLIN. The gentlemanfrom Maine 
has just informed the House, that on a former 
occasion he investigated this subject, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury informed him that it 
was not necessary to establish this steam cutter 


| atthe port of New York, as a different class of 


| vessel answered all the purposes, 


With that 


| statement of fact from the gentleman from Maine, 


who has given the subject consideration, I appeal 
to the sense of justice of this House, and ask 
whether it is going to pass a bill of this sort at 


| this stage of the session? Ifit were recommended 


President of the United States to cause to be |! 


procured, by purchase or otherwise, a suitable 
steamer, to be stationed at the port of New York 
as a revenue cutter, and for the purpose of afford- 


| ing relief to distressed vessels, their passengers 


and crews. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. j 
and nays upon the third reading of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


I demand the yeas | 


Mr. PELTON. I call for the previons ques- | 


tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question padeeeds and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading, 
and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The-yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to say a word 


| before the bill is passed. I desire to be informed 


of the ground upon which the passage of that bill | 


I ask if it has been recommended by 


ment of the Government? 
object and the necessity of it. 
I desire to be informed by the gentleman who 


reported this bill, why we are called upon to vote | 


this bill now, not only on the last night of the 


session, but on the Sabbath—under the gag of | 


the previous question? Iask the gentleman who 
reported this bill to inform the House whether or 
not the bill ought to be passed, and the gentleman 
is silent—he is dumb. Let him inform us of the 
necessity of the passage of this bill. 
him whether the Secretary of War or any De- 
partment of the Government recommends the pas- 
sage of it? 


I again ask | 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Will the gentleman | 


from Virginia yield me the floor for.a moment? 

Mr. McMULLIN. | yield the floor to hear 
from some gentleman who can give me informa- 
tion. 


Mr. FULLER. 


I will only say, that on a 


former occasion, it became my duty to give this | 


subject an investigation. I had a conference in 
regard to it with the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Unless he has changed his opinion since that 
time, I.know that he is averse to the policy of 
building revenue steamers, as the sailing revenue 
cutters are amply sufficient for all the purposes 
of sea police on our coast. I, therefore, for one, 
am opposed to this bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Iwill yield the floor to any 


other gentleman who will give me information. 
Mr. PELTON. I will submit the report ac- 
companying this bill; and after it shall have been 


read, I will ask the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I yield to the gentleman 
from New York for information. 

Mr. WHEELER. I would like to ask a ques- 
tion of my colleague. 





by any Department of the Government, and I 
thought it were necessary, | would be the last 
man to oppose it. I desire now to know of the 
gentleman from New York, at whose instance this 
bill has been introduced ? 

Mr. PELTON. Let the report be read. 

The report was read, and is as follows: 


The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the underwriters, merchants, and ship-owners 
of the port of New York, praying that an efficient steamer 
may be substituted for the sailing revenue-cutter now em- 
ployed in that vicinity, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and thereupon report: 

The memoriatists set forth that, as well the particular in- 
terests of the revenue service of the United States, as the 
general interests of commerce in the port of New York, re- 
quire that there should be attached to the revenue service, 
in and for such port, a steam vessel of adequate speed, 
strength, and power, to be employed in emergencies of so 
frequent occurrence, when the sailing-cutters of the Gov- 
ernment can render no service. 

That such vessel is also required to accomplish the pur- 
poses intended by the existing provisions of law, which aa- 
thorize the President of the United Stages to cause “ reve- 
nue-cutters, Or any suitable number of public vessels, 


| adapfed to the purpose, to cruise upon the coast, in the 
| more severe portion of the season, when the public service 
| will allow it, and to afford such aid to distressed navigators 


as their circumstances and necessities may require,’’ and 
directing that such public vessels shall go to sea prepared 
to render such assistance. 

That the necessities of navigation in the season most 
perilous to the property and lives exposed, réquire a vessel 
not only possessing the qualities of speed to carry assistance 
promptly, of strength to brave adverse winds and tides, and 
of safety to those navigating her and those whom she may 
succor, but also possessing the power and adaptation for 
rescuing vessels stranded or aground, and of towing into 
port vessels disabled and unnavigable. 

That the actual severity of the present season, and the 
large number of valuable ships, with numerous crews and 
precious cargoes, now out of time, and probably off the 
coast in difficulty and distress, imperatively demand some 
immediate action in aid of the lives and property in danger. 

The general collection act approved March 2, 1799, (see- 
tions ninety-seven, ninety-eight, and ninety-nine,) estab- 


| lishes the revenue-cutter service, and authorizes the Presi- 


dent of the United States to causeto be constructed suitable 

vessels, and to commission officers, limits the number of 

men to be employed on board each vessel, and “ requires 
| and directs’ the officers “ to go on board all ships or vessels 
which shall arrive within the United States, or within four 
leagues of the coast thereof, and to demand, receive, and 
certify the manifests,” &c. 

The same act, section one hundred, authorizes the’Prest- 
dent of the United States “ to cause the revenue-cutters to be 
built or purchased, in lieu of such as are, or shall from time 
to time become, unfit for further service,” and provides that, 
“all future expenses of building, purchasing, or repairing 
revenue-cutters, shall be paid out of the product of the du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise.’’ 

A subsequent act, approved March 3, 1845, annuls the 
authority of the President, and provides that “ no revenue- 
cutter or revenue-steamer shall hereafter be built (exeept 
such as are now in course of construction and equipment) 
or purchased, unless an appropriation be first made by law ;”’ 
and it is in consequence of this restriction that the memo- 
| rialists make their appeal direet to Congress. 

The disastrous shipwrecks which have so frequently oe- 
| curred upon the coasts of New York and New Jersey, in- 

volving the destruction of millions in arr ene frightful 
| sacrifices of human life—among which may be enumerated 
the cases of the ships Mexico and Bristol, where hundreds 
| of helpless passengers perished within a few miles of the 
; harbor of New York—aroused the sympathies of the whole 

people; and in answer to their appeal, Congress promptly 
| passed the act approved December, 1837, wherein the Presi- 
| dent of the United States is empowered “‘to cause any 
| suitable number of public vessels, adapted to the purpose, 
to cruise upon the coast in the severe portion of the season, 
| when the public service will allow it, and to afford such 
| 


aid to distressed navigators as their circumstances may re- 
quire ;°? and it was added, “such vessels shall go to sea 
— prepared to render such assistance.” 

| 0 earry into Sr ea ” sepeneaeee of this aet, sy 

| Seeretaries of the Treasury have, each year subsequen 
to its passage, by circular letter, required the officers of the 
revenue-cutter service to perform that duty, it being sup- 
posed that the particular duties of that service rendered 
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reapective cruising districts, and thatthe humane designs 
contemplated by Congress would be accomplished most 
efficiently, as well as economically, by them. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


them familiar with the navigation and dangers within their | the House whether they are prepared to act upon | 


\| this report of the Committee on Commerce, based | 


it is believed that this hazardous service has been per- | ; , ; 
|| facts, it would have been the duty of the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury to have presented them to 


formed by these officers zealously, and with as much sue- 
cess as the very limited means placed at their command 
wouid permit. Indeed, the public journals afford conclu 
sive evidence of their exertions, as well as the hardships 
they have encountered, in carrying aid and succor to the 


distressed mariner, and to the helpless passengers commit- | 


ted to his charge. 

The great increase of commerce at New York, the in 
creased tonnage of vesse}s engaged in commercial pursuits, 
and the substitution of steam upon miny routes, preelude 
the possibility of any sailing cutter affording that protection 


to the revenue required by law, or “ to board and examine” | 


a tithe of the vessels arriving at that port ; while theirsmall 


dimensions, and the fact of their being propelled by canvas | 


alone, render them unequal to the task of affording that 
relief to vessels which Congress designed — particularly in 
gases of great emergency. During the severity of winter, 
vessels, on approaching the coast, are frequently rendered 
unmanageable by the accumulation of ice upon the decks 
and rigging, to that extent that the first severe gale from the 
westward, and off the land, drives them again to sea—their 
crews exhausted by cold and fatigue, and, in many in 


stances, reduced to the last extremity for want of provisions. | 


As your committee are credibly informed, there are now 


pe dai of one bundred vessels homeward bound, many }| 
u 


hem with valuable cargoes, and carrying numerous pas 
sengers, over-due at New York ; and as the present month 
(March) is regarded as one of the most boisterous upon the 
northern. coast, much additional loss and suffering may be 
reasonably anticipated, which might be avoided, partially 
at least, if the proper means were athand. The amount of 
cuniary loss at the port of New York reached, in the year 
84-55, the enormous sum of $10,000,000; from which 
fact the sum lost to the revenue, and the sacrifice of life, 

may be readily imagined. 

his subject is one, notof local interest, but of general 
importance to the whole country—New York being the 
principal point from which the great avenues of commerce 
and of travelradiate. Reaching the extreme west, the com- 
mercial interests of that region are immediately involved 
in the question. Many of the enterprising merchants of the 
interior cities importing their merchandise direct from all 


| this Sabbath morning, involving an expenditure | 
| of $150,000, upon the mere recommendation of 


not - a correct statement of facts. 


stated in that report were the true statement of 


Congress; but, sir, this progressive committee— 
this enlightened Committee on Commerce—have 
taken it upon themselves to override the recom- 
mendations of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and we are now called upon to pass a bill, upon 


this committee. Sir, again I call upon the House 
to pause and reflect a moment before they pass 
this bill; for, sir, I repeat that, if we pass it, we 


| shall be called upon to follow it up by similar 
| appropriations for Boston, for Philadelphia, for 
| Baltimore, and for every other port of entry in 


the country. 


in December next. 
Mr. PELTON. Mr. Speaker, I had not in- 
tended, at this late hour of the session, to occupy 


| the time and attention of the House a single 


| moment upon this bill, as its simplicity and im- |) 
portance, not only to the great commercial inter- || 


quarters of the globe, have an immediate pecuniary interest | 


in the etlicacy of the service ; and most assuredly all sec- 
tions of the country have a mutual! interestin the preserva- 
tion of human life, the loss of which, resulting from the 
stranding of the ships Mexico, Bristol, New Era, and Pow- 
hatan, with the brigs Duc de Braganza and C. Baker, 
amounted to fully One thousand. 

From the statistics furnished by the board of underwriters, 
it appears that the most disastrous shipwrecks, attended by 
the greatest sacrifice of human life, occur upon the coasts 
ef Long Island and New Jersey, and within a line drawn 
from Montauk Point to Barnegat, and extended thence to 
Cape May, but chiefly between the two points first named: 
Along the whole line, no harbor of refuge offers itself to 
those vessels-arrested on the Long Island side by southerly, 
and on that of New Jersey by severe easterly, gales. This 
ype is traversed by all the large passenger vessels bound to 

ew York, and by many bound to the Delaware bay during 
many months. 

Thousands of their passengers and crews have perished 
within those limits, for want of that prompt and efficient 
aid required by law. 

It ig represented that vessels frequently, after approach- 
ing the land, are overtaken by the sudden storms which oc- 
cur during the winter months, blowing directly on shore, 
and may be seen struggling to obtain an offing—unsuccess- 
ful in which, a total Joss is the inevitable result. 


No sailing cutter can approach them ; but it is believed | 
In other cases, | 


that a steamer would insure their safety. 
vessels are reported as having been passed at sea in a dis- 
abled condition, and in all such instances a steamer only 
can afford the requisite assistance. 

From the statistics referred to, it appears that, in the dis- 
asters which have occurred recently within the above lim 
its, property to the amount of $2,000,000 has been destroyed, 
the duties upon which would amount to $500,000. This 
result is obtained by mere reference to a few of the most 
“oe cases, 


e interests of Government, the preservation of prop- | 


erty in which the Government has an immediate interest, 
and the cause of humanity, do, in the opinion of your com- 


mittee, require that prompt attention should be given to this | 
subject; and, in this view, your committee recommend the | 


passage of the accompanying bill, as a measure necessary 
to carry out the requirements of the law before referred to. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. Now, Mr. Speaker, I beg 
the House to remember that if you pass this bill 
to-night, it wil) be the entering wedge which will 
determine the policy of the Government. You 
will have set a precedent to-night which you will 
be called on to follow up for every port in the 
country. And again, neither your Secretary of 
eactrer zener the Secretary of War, nor any other 
hexd of Department, has asked for this extraordi- 
nary ee ;and there is no argument upon 
which I can understand the vote of this House 
in ing this bill, unless it is that New York is 
the great national funnel through which all our 
appropriations must pass. Whenever a bill comes 
up for the benefit of that city, a sufficient num- 
ber of members is drawn eround it to insure its 

some’ but, sir, I ask this House to pause be- 
fore ey initiate this system of legislation by the 
passage of the bill before us. I ask if it is proper 
that we should be called upon, at this stage of the 
session, to set this extraordinary example. [ ask 


ests which I in part represent, but to the whole 
country, and to the Government itself, is so ap- 
varent that I did not conceive it necessary. I had 
1oped and believed that the measure, sir, would 
have received, as it ought, the unanimous appro- 
bation of every gentleman here. 
mit a very few remarks upon this subject in reply 
to the honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 


| MeMotuty,] who has declaimed so vehemently 
| against the passage of the bill, simply because it 


is an innovation upon a plan that was adopted 


sixty years ago, and a substitutionof a steam for | 
| a sailing revenue cutter. 
| tirely forgotten that our commerce has, in the | 


He seems to have en- 


mean time, increased five hundred fold, and utterly 
ignored the fact, that steamers have, to a great 


extent, been substituted for sailing vessels in our | 


ocean and coastwise trade. 
I apprehend, sir, that, if the gentleman had 
carefully listened to the reading of the report 


| which has been read, he would not have made the 
| remarks which have fallen from his lips. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


The object of thie bill is simply to provide a 
revenue steamer to take the vlace of the sailing 
vessel now employed by the Government at the 
portof New York, which, as gentlemen are prob- 
ably aware, in construction, is similar to those 
employed in 1798, and is totally inadequate to the 
performance of those duties now required by the 
increasing demands of commerce at that port. 


If the facts | 


I move to postpone the further | 
consideration of the bill until the second Tuesday | 


I desire to sub- | 





They are low vessels, having their decks only | 


two or three feet above the water-line, deep- | 
waisted, and unable to carry three boats outside, | 


or to get them out except in moderate weather. 





| local, and private interests, as well as the inte 


F 


j 
| 


They have no capacity for storing any supplies || 


of provisions, water, or other necessary articles, 
beyond what are absolutely necessary for the 


consumption of their own crews; and any ordi- || 


nary coasting craft are superior to them in sailing 
except in moderate weather and smooth water. 
They are adapted exclusively to the navigation 
of our bays and rivers, where they may find 
shelter on the occurrence of tempestuous weather. 


Their decks are so low thut in cold weather they | 


soon become burdened with ice, rendering them 
unmanageable; and when other vessels can ap- 
proach the land with safety, they are compelled 
to avoid it, in consequence of their inability to 
work off, if caught with the wind blowing hard 
on shore. And, sir, when a revenue cutter is 
most required for the relief of vessels in distress 
upon the coasts adjacent to the harbor of New 

ork, it is entirely inadequate and powerless, 
from its being a ailing vessel, and of small capa- 
city, to render any efficient aid. It is unnecessary 
to say to gentlemen thatno marine service requires 
greater facilities for swift operation than does the 
revenue cutter service. And, sir, so far as this 


ag ———— 
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the neutrality laws. It is a part of the legitimate 
service of the revenue cutter, and its olicen 
required by the Department to lend their ad 
rescuing vessels in distress. With the Siam 
facilities, as I have stated, it is powerless 
with a steamer it could subserve governments} 

’ 


Testy 


of humanity. The rescue ofa single vesso| from 


destruction, aside from saving scores and Perha 

hundreds of our fellow-beings from an eae 
burial, might also save the national treasury = 
amount in duties sufficient to cover ever expense 
of its construction and equipment. Reasons of 
economy therefore demand that Congress shoulq 
take prompt action in this matter. The losses 
by revenue alone upon cargoes, swallowed y 

by the ocean would cofhpensate thrice over for 
the expenditure which this remedial measure 
would require. So the Federal Treasury woujq 
derive a profit rather than sustain a loss by sta. 
tioning a steam revenue cutter at our port. Ajj 
the great and varied interests of the General Goy. 
ernment are inseparably connected with the port 
of New York. I[tis the great source of tariff 
income; and New York, without regard to the 
mere question of profit and class, has a claim upon 
the Government, and it is the duty of that Goy. 
ernment to protect and foster its every interest, yo 


| faras it can do so without prejudicing the interests 
| of any other locality. 


The gentleman from Virginia inquires, ** Who 
asks for the construction of this revenue steamer?” 
I wil) answer the gentleman that this is a subject in 


| which the whole community, every New Yorker, 


every family in New York, is deepl 
The merchants of the city of New York ask for 
it. The newspaper press, which is the voice of 
the whole people, ask forit. ‘The interests of the 
whole commerce of the cbuntry, and the appeals 
of common humanity, to which [ trustan Ki nesi 
can Congress will never turn a deaf ear, impera- 
tively demand it. Notwithstanding the import- 
ance of it to the Government in protecting its 
revenue, and for the maintenance of its neutrality 
laws, and in preventing the departure of vessels 
intended for the slave trade, New York asks for 
the construction of this steamer, not from peeu- 
niary considerations alone, but for the preserva- 
tion of human life and property so frequently 
sacrificed to a frightful extent, almost at the very 
entrance to the port of New York, involving fre- 
uently, during a single winter, a loss of five mil- 
lions of dollars to our commerce, and five hundred 
thousand dollars to the revenue of the county; 
and strewing the whole beach with the wrecks of 
shipping, and the remains of hundreds of their 
unfortunate passengers and crews. 

We ask, then, sir, simply that there may be 
constructed a steam revenue cutter of suflicient 
capacity and power to contend with the storms, 
and convey succor and relief to distressed vessels, 
their passengers, and crews; or, in other words, 
that facilities may be provided to carry out the 
humane designs of the Government, as expressed 
by act of Congress, approved December 22, 1837, 
wherein the President of the United States is 
empowered “‘to cause any suitable number of 
public vessels, adapted to the purpose, to cruise 
upon the coast in the severe portion of the sea- 
son, when the public service will ailow, and to 
afford such aid to distressed navigators as their 
circumstances may require;’’ and it was added, 
‘** such vessels shall go to sea fully prepared to 
render such assistance.’? Subsequently to the 
passage of this act, an act was passed anuulling 
the authority of the President, and providing that 
no revenue cutter or revenue steamer should be 
built or purchased, unless an appropriation be 
first made by law; and it is in consequence of this 
restriction that the memorialists have made their 
“rps direct to Congress. . 

r. Speaker, the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
inia is not content with attacking the bill itself. 
ad hiseloquent denunciations stopped with that, 
I should have been satisfied to have suffered them 


interested, 


department is concerned, the propelling power of || to remain unanswered. He protests most vehe- 


steam, as applied to vessels, might as well never 
have been ught to light, or to use, if we are 
oe to cling to that old system for which 
my honorable friend from Virginia manifests so 
much affection. 

A steam revenue cutter is indispensable at New 
York to the execution of the revenue laws, and 
would be greatly auxiliary to the maintenance of 


mently and dolorously against inaugurating an 

new system, however much it may be req ’ 
because it is new, and because it may be an Mno- 
vation upon an old system. He warns us, in 
prophetic languages that if we build a revenue 
steamer for New York, that it will be the ‘* enter- 
ing wedge’’ for their establishment at all of our 
principal | ports. But all I have to say to that is, 
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if they are required as much at other ports as || . 
they are at New York, [ trust that they may have || by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
them, and my vote would be most cheerfully || lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 








given for that purpose. I freely admit the force 


of precedents, and am willing to be governed by 


them, provided they are good ones; but I cannot | 


turn asi 


years. | have no doubt that the sailing revenue 
satters of the same ene as the one now | 


ysod answered a very good purpose in 1798, and | 


that they accomplished all the purposes for which || certificates of the Clerk of the House of Representatives 


they were intended; but the question which we 


have to consider is, are they effective now? I 
speak for the port of New York, and in favor of 


the passage of this bill, when I say that our pres- || Houses of Congress, in accordance with the Constitution. 


ent revenue cutter is next to being entirely use- 

jess, and wholly inadequate to accomplish the 
urposes for which it was originally intended. 
But the honorable gentleman turns his thoughts 


away from the consideration of the bill, and, with | 


evident pain, fixes his eyes upon the city of New 
York, and asks you, sir, and the House, if that 
city is to be the funnel through which all the ap- 
propriations of the Government are to pass? Let 


me ask, is the gentleman jealous of the growth of | 


the city of New York? Ishe afraid of its intel- 
ligence, its wealth, and its enterprise? Woul 
his unaccountable devotion to old and effete meas- 
ures, and his fondness for treading in the path in 
which his grandfather trod, induce the wish that 
New York should retrograde or remain station- 
ary? Would he withhold all governmental sup- 
ort from it because the enterprise of its citizens 
ba bound the remote portions of our country to 


it by railroads and telegraphs, and because it is the || 


great commercial empoyum of a continent? 

But, sir, I submit that the question does injus- 
tice both to the gentleman’s intelligence and to 
his liberality. 
have been made during the present Congress for 
the city of New York? 


priated to New York. And now, Mr. Speaker, 
the merchants of that city, who pay into your 
national Treasury nearly two thirds of your en- 


tire revenue, simply ask of Congress this appro- | 


priation for the protection of the ao of the 
whole country—of their property, of your prop- 
erty, and for the preserVation of human life, I 


demand the previous question on the passage of | 


the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, being upon the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. What has become of the 
motion to postpone? 


The SPEAKER. The previous question cuts || 


off the motion to postpone. ; 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 116, nays 49; as follows: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Ball, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Benson, 
Rillinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, 
Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Cadwalader, James IH. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
Edwards, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hick- 
man, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 


B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, | Kunkel, Lake, Letcher, Samuel 8. Marshall, McCarty, 


Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Mace, Alexander 


Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Milier, Millward, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Parker, 
Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pringle, 
Rivers, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Sneed, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, ‘T'appan, Taylor Thorington, Thurs- 

od Valk, Wade, Wake- 
aldron, Waiker, Cadwalader C. Wash- 


ton, Todd, Tvson, Underwood, Vail, 
man, Walbridge Ww: 

burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch 
Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Wood, Wood 
Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—116. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
an, Williamson R. 
rie, Thomas J. D. 


Bocock, Boyce, Burnett, Caskie, Cli 
W. Cobb, Cox, Edmundson, Elliott, 
t, Goode, Green wood, Grow, Harlan, Houston, 


W. Jones, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuet 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, 
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: i 
de with the gentleman to denounce a new || ‘ ] 
measure, simply because it is different from that || the following resolution; which was read, con- 


which has been em nloyed for fifty or one hundred | sidered, and adopted: 


|; titled “ An act for continuing the improvement of the Des 


I ask him, what a propriations | 


Let him look over our || 
Journal, and scan the millions that have been || 
appropriated to different portions of the country. | 
Up to this hour not one dollar has been appro- | 


5 Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Covode, Cumback, 
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| Pending the eall of the roll, 
| Mr. NORTON stated that he had been re- 
quested to announce that Mr. Suraman had 
paired off with Mr. Riewarpson for the basance 


IMPROVEMENT OF DES MOINES RAPIDS. | of the night, it being then two o'clock, a. m. 


Mr. KNOX, by unanimous consent, offered SRR ELS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
'| rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a joint 
esolved, That the Clerk of the . eg || resolution and a bill of the following titles; when 
centinendiinmammans oe Seatiaakhee | the Speaker signed the same: 

A joint resolution giving increased compensa- 
| tion to the laborers in the empley of the exeeu- 
and the Seeretary of the Senate, showing that the said act | UVe and legislative departments of the Govern- 
| was passed by a vote of two thirds of both Houses of Con- || Ment, in the city of Washington; and 
| greas, after the objections of the President thereto had been A bill to establish certain post routes. 


| received, and after the reconsideration of said act by both 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL-—— CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE. 


| Mr. PELTON moved to reconsider the vote 


| ‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


} Moines Rapids, in the Mississippi river,’ together with the 


| 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (at half past one 
| o’clock, a. m.,) moved that the House adjourn. Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. The committee of 
| The motion was disagreed to—ayes 49, noes || conference upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
80. Houses upon the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 201) making appropriations 
for certain civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, have been 
unable to agree. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I move 
that the House insist upon its disagreement to 
| the Senate’s amendments, and that a second 
committee of conference be appointed. 
The motion was agreed to; and 
The Speaker thereupon appointed as such 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas committee on the part of the House, Messrs. 
and nays. J. H. Campse st of Pennsylvania, Thomas L. 
|| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for tellers on || Harnis of Ulinois, and J. Morrison Hanns 
| the yeas and nays. of Maryland. 
Tellers were not ordered; and the yens and ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


nays were not ordered. conte 
* UE fee ee Mr. GIDDINGS. I rise to a privileged quea- 
{| he rules were suspended. a h to make a report from the com 
“ATT . . : wish t ake por e - 
|| Mr. RICAUD. I call for the previous question || 7°" a SS ee eee 3 
mittee of conference upon the disagreeing votes 


'| on the adoption of the resolution. : ise ead ; 
| . : . of the ‘ uses i : bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the of the two Houss upon the Army il. That bill 
has been returned to this House with a message 


|} main question was ordered to be put. . > pede : 
? ” . » Se 7 . > > 
Mr. McMULLIN. I would like to know what || TOD the enal yand Teak the Cliskito:sendige 
message. 


is the present salary of this officer? astennael ae ra : 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. no mnaenge-uneneny anne OC 
| The resolution was adopted. In THe Sexave or THe Uniren Srates, 
|| Mr. RICAUD moved to reconsider the vote ana 16 /:163B: 
|| by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
|| table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


| GEORGE T. WHITTINGTON. 
! . . . | 
|| Mr. RICAUD. I offer the following resolution: 


i} 

|| Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pay 

|, to George T. Whittington, assistant superintendent of the 
document room, the same compénsation that is now paid 

|| the superintendent of the documeut room, commencing 


| ‘ tee 
|} With the present session of Congress. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
| Mr. RICAUD. I move to suspend the rules || 


in order that I may introduce the resolution. 


Second conference : 

Resolved, ‘That the Senate insist upon their amendifient 
to the bill (H. R. No, 153) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June 
| || 1857, disagreed to by the House of Representatives to said 
THOMAS H. BAIRD. 1} bill. 
' 


temo Ordered, That the committee of conference upon the part 
Mr. KNIGHT. I move that there be taken |! of tse Senate be discharaed: on POPU ee rere PT we 
|, from the Speaker’s table, and put on its passage, : creas 
|| a bill (3. No. 438) for the relief of Thomas H. || , Mr.GIDDINGS. I have to repart that » ma- 


| Baird. It is a bill from the Court of Claims || jority of the committee on the part of the House 
i} be é ° 1} . : “js r . i A 
| Objection was made. | met a majority of the committee wae the part 
Mr. KNIGHT. I move to suspend the rules of the Senate, but they were unable to agree. 
| for the purpose of having that bill acted on. || We, therefore, report back the disagreement; ond 
Mr. GOODE (at a quarter to two o’clock | I now move that the House adhere to its amend- 
| dimen ) ciated that the yah ba male adjourn > || ment to the amendment of the Senate. In making 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for the yeas || this motion, although the hour ~ late, lL feel it 
and nays. due to myself and associates to ask the attehtion 


The yeas and nays were ordered \| of the House for a few moments, and through the 


Phe eabetion wan taken: and it Gas dechied in |i House the attention of the Senate and of the 
4 ; | country, to the position which we now maintain. 


| the negative—yeas 72, nays 97; as follows: | Mr. BOWIE. I object to any speech. 
| 





YEAS — Messrs. Henry Bennett, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, |} ‘ TI . ; ’ -¢ 
Brenton, Brooks, Burnett, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Clawson, | Mr. GIDDINGS. have the floor; and if I 


Clingman, Colfax, Craige, Cullen, Damrell, Dean, Durtee, | have strength, the rights of the people shall be 
Elliott, Evans, Flagler, Galioway, Goode, Granger, Grow, || asserted in this body, if not maintained, and i 


| Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Herbert, || shall be in perfect order in proceeding to state the 
| Hoffman, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, George || thy 11 : de this moti = We have 
W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knox, |} reasons Why 4 have made emote. one 


| forborne all discussion upon this branch of the 

MeMuillin, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliyer, Par- || subject; not one hour nor one half hour of thetime 

ker, Pearce, Perry, Pettit, Puryear, Quitman, Ruffin, Sav- || of this bod has been occupied in avowing the 
e, Seward, Stanton, Talbot, Tappan, Trip ve, Vail, | ; y : sy ate : 8 

ade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Weich, Wheeler, || Te@80ns why we take this position; and although 

| the hour be late, I feel that it is important and 


Whitney, Woodruff, and John V. Wright—-72. 
| due to the country that we should avow our po- 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barks- 
dale, Hendley 5. Bennett, ener Billinghurst, Bishop, | sition, even if constrained to do so during these 
last expiring hours of the session. 


Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, Broom, Buffinton, Cadwalader, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Howell : , : 
And first, I will correct a misrepresentation 

Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy ee meas which has gone out from the other end of the 
ickson wide je mundson, Emrie, Eustis ; ; ; 

Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J.D. Ful- ee ee from gentlemen on the opposile 

ler, Greenwood, Hickman, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, || Side of this House. 

Hughston, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, Lumpkin, Mr. ORR. 1 call the 

Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Mat-||_ Mr. GIDDINGS. I 


teson, Maxwell, McQueen, Killian Miller, Millson, Mill- : dated : 
’ Mott, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, || 2 wish to be deprived of it. 


} 
' 
| 








entleman to order. 
ave the floor, and I do 


Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Phelps, Powell, Pu ward, Moore, Morgan : b . : 

Quithan, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, || Orr, Beck, Pelton, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Ricaud, Rob: || The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 

Samuel A. Sinith, William Smith Swope, "Talbott, Trippe, erts, Rus’ Satine, Savage. Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, || is speaking to a privileged question. _ 4 

Winslow, and John V. Wright—49. Thonn 1an, Swope, Taylor, Tho ’ r. ORR. xe gentleman is not in order in 
So the bill was J \e. Woatburee? ee eet wend, Saas Washburn, pias disrespectiully of the other branch of 
Pending the above call, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodworth, Daniel ongress. The ‘gentleman speaks of misrepre- 
Mr. M Zollicoffer—97. sentation made in the Senate. 


paired off with Mr. Barsour. 


ER, of Indiana, stated that he had | R. Wright, and 


ooo 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I think I know my rights; 


So the House refused to adjourn. 








, 


—————— ae 





and if I know them, I will keep within the rules | 
of the House in my remarks. | 

The SPEAKER. It is undoubtedly the rule | 
that the gentleman from Ohio cannot refer to pro- | 
ceedings of the other branch of the Legislature, | 
except as they are officially reported to the House. 
I say that the majority of the committee of con- 
ference have not refused to give to this Govern- 
ment all funds necessary for the maintenance and 
carrying on of all its functions. On the contrary, 
our commitiee recommend the granting of rery 
dollar requested from the House, and every dol- 
lar of the estimates has been voted by every Re- 


publican in this body. And I call the attention |, 


of the country to the fact, that the friends of the 
Administration—its avowed supporters in this 
Hall—have steadily voted against this bill, with 
its $12,000,000. They have steadily used their 
voices and their votes to prevent its passage, and 


then they turn round and assert that we are about || 


to deprive the Government of the necessary funds | 
to support the Army. I therefore wish to cor- 
rect that misrepresentation; and I desire the cor- 
rection to be noticed by the country, and I repeat 
that we intend to grant all these appropriations. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a question of or- 
der. [understand the member from Ohio to state 
that the friends of the Administration have voted 
against the appropriations to carry on the Gov- 
ernment. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a question of 
order on which the Chair can act. 

Mr. McMULLIN. It is a misrepresentation 
of facts, and I wish the country to know it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have called attention to 
facts apparent on the record, and ask the people 


to read them. | 


|| into civil war. 


Mr. McMULLIN. No such thing, sir. * 

Mr. GIDDINGS. And, sir, we intend to hold 
them accountable for it. 

Several Voices. That is right. 

Mr. GIDDINGS.° And now, sir, I take the 
position which I have always maintained here 
for myself, and which I am unwilling, in the 
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| 
| publican fathers stood in 1796. We assert our 
Mr. GIDDINGS. That is all that I am doing. | 


|| Kansas. 


midst of passing events, to leave unproclaimed | 
on this floor; and that is, that the people have a | 
perfect, unlimited control over their own funds. | 


We are the Representatives of the people here. 
We are their agents, sent here to deal out their 
funds; and it is not for the Senate, or for the Ex- 
ecutive, to say that we shall appropriate them for 
any object revolting to the popular sense of justice 
and propriety. 
old and too well understood to be disputed at this 
day. More than six centuries since, as early as 
June 15, 1215, at the field of Runnymede, it was 
extorted at the point of the sword from King 
John; and the British people have from that day 
maintained their dignity and their rights, and the 
British sovereign, whenever he has negotiated a 
treaty with any nation, approaches the Commons | 
in the language of dependence, ackowledging the | 
prerogatives of the people. It is a historical fact, | 
that the crown of England approaches the Com- 
mons saying: ‘‘ we lay this treaty before you, 


appropriation to carry it into effect.’ 

Sir, what gentleman will undertake to say that | 
weare bound to abide b 
Legislature, or by the Executive will, in dealing | 
out our public treasure? We should be con- 
trolled by the desire of our constituents, not by | 
the wishes of the Senate. We inherit this prin- | 
ciple of popular independence from our English | 
ancestors; and he who reads the biography of | 
Sydney and Hampden cannot but be acquainted | 


with this principle. Now, sir, after the Gov- 
ernment was formed, the first important discus- | 
sion of this question was in 1796, on the memo- 
rable discussion on ‘‘ Jay’s treaty.’’ 
; Executive had formed a treaty of vast | 
yppectnnce: and to enable our country to take ad- 
tage of its stipulations, it became necessary 
that this body should make an appropriation of 
funds to carry it into effect. The President called 
on that body for an appropriation; and then this 
question was discussed. It was discussed by 
Gallatin and by Madison, and the great men of | 
that age. And the doctrine was then laid down 
that this body has the controlling power over the | 
national treasure, and may disregard the wishes 
of the Executive and of the Senate; and that the 
treaty-making branch of the Government has not | 














|| that bill. 


the other branch of the || 


the power to demand the appropriation of money 
for such objects. 
Sir, the rights of the people were then main- 
tained. ‘To-day, we, the Republicans of to-day, 
| stand on the same principle on which our Re- 
supreme right, or rather the supreme right of the 
| people, through us, to do their will in regard to 
our national treasure, and we intend to maintain 


|| this ground. And kere I may make a digression 
|| for one moment, to say that it is now the other 


branch of Congress that has called on us to recede. 
They have refused to pass this bill, and have thus 
| far intimated that they will not take it unless we 
give them means to carry out their designs on 
These designs never originated with 
the people. They never originated in this body. 


'| History has shown—and I call the attention of 


| the House and country to the fact—that the con- 
| spiracy to carry slavery into Kansas had its origin 
in this city. ‘Two members of the Senate have, 
in their public speeches, given us the origin 


| 
} 
: ; un ie 
|| of that conspiracy against freedom in Kansas, 
| 


| against the Constitution, against humanity. It 
| is shown by those gentlemen, that a member of 
| that body, occupying the seat of Vice President 
| of the United States, being desirous of repealing 

the Missouri prohibition of slavery in Kansas, 
| proposed to the distinguished Senator from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Doveras,] that he would leave the 
President’s chair, and take the chairmanship of 
| the Committee on Territories, unless the Senator 

from Illinois would consent to report a bill to 
| establish a territorial government in Kansas, and 
| repealing the prohibition so offensive to slave- 
| holders. And that veer now says we must ap- 
| propriate money to aid them in carrying out that 
conspiracy which has alread y brought the countr 
For one, I say frankly, I shall 
| not comply with such or 


| The first step towards the introduction of 


| slavery into Kansas, was the removal of this pro- 
| hibition. The Senator from Illinois agreed to 
| introduce the bill, and then applied to ¢his co- 
| Senators, to the Executive, and to the members 
of that party in this House, to come to its support. 
We saw, through the Union of this city, the organ 
of that party, the denunciation of every Demo- 
| crat who should refuse to march up and vote for 
The organ of the Administration also 
declared that the moment that bill should pass 
and become a law, that moment all agitation of 


2 of || the slave question would cease; and on the morn- 
I lay down this as a principle too | 


ing after the final passage of the bill, a distin- 


|| guished Senator from Michigan arose in his seat, 
|| grave and reverend as he was, and proclaimed to 


the Senate and to the country, that further agita- 


|| tion concerning slavery would cease, and that 
|| peace and quietude and harmony would reign 


| throughout the land. It was declared in the other 


|| branch of Congress, in this body, through the 


public press, and through the country, that agita- 
tion on the subject of slavery had then ceased 
forever. Sir, I call the attention of the country to 


|| this fact, to show that this controlling party of the 
|| country, who are now seeking to maintain its 


that you may judge of the Pet of making an ] 


power, grossly misunderstood the popular senti- 
ment of the country; they have mistaken the 
= voice, and trampled upon the popular 
will. 


Mr. Speaker, the Missouri prohibition was 


|| thus repealed, and the first step in this great con- 





spiracy was taken. The next step was then to 
be attended to. It was then that the acting Vice 
President himself left his position as presiding 
officer of the Senate, and proceeded to Missouri 
to raise an army and march into Kansas. Yes, 
sir, the acting Vice President himself headed an 
armed invasion of that Territory. 

Mr. ORR. If we had more time I should not 
object to the gentleman proceeding; but, sir, I 
raise the question of order, that the gentleman’s 
remarks are not pertinent to the question before 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion before the House 
is, that the House insist on its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I do not wonder that the 
gentleman from South Carolina is uneasy; but, 
sir, 1 am showing the reason why we should 
adhere to our position. The Senate has attempted 
to control the nation by forcing this body into a 
compliance with its behests; and they have used 
i the Army, which we are now called on to sup- 


| 








el 
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perty to enforce the bogus laws of a quasi Legis. 
at “ 


ure upon the people of that Territory, | ill 
not do it; and that is the reason why I am maki, 
these remarks. I was saying, when interry 

; ipte 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, that 4 
Atchison went to Missouri, and raised an ome 
of men for the purpose of invading Kansas 7 
order to establish slavery there. Fe delivered 
public addresses, and formed secret societies for 
that purpose. He invaded Kansas with his 
army. He took possession of the ballot-boxos. 
with force of arms deprived the people of the 
right of suffrage; and elected by foreign votes q 
body of men, residents of other States, as legis. 
lators, who assembled at Shawnee Mission, and 
passed enactments for the establishment of sla. 
very there, and for the obliteration of freedom in 
the Territory. It is those enactments which the 
Executive is now seeking to enforce by the army 
and he calls on us to-night to aid him in that 
nefarious work. Sir, I will say such conduct 
constitutes downright, unqualified treason, jp. 
volving its authors in far greater moral guilt than 
the ordinary perpetration of that crime. 

But, sir, this so-called Legislative Assemb] 
controlled by foreigners, passed these revolting 
laws; and the Executive, ed by his advisers 
at the other end of the Capitol, say they shall be 
enforced, and enforced by the Army of the United 
States. I call them laws: they are not laws; they 
are enactments, which strike at the very founda- 
tion of our institutions. They strike at freedom 
of speech, and at freedom of the press, and repu- 
diate the Constitution. They declare it felony, 

unishable with death, to aid or assist a fellow- 

eing in regaining his God-given right to liberty, 
Under their enactments it is felony, punishable 
with death, to instruct a human being in the rights 
which nature and nature’s God have bestowed 
on him, provided he avails himself of the knowl- 
edge thus imparted to him. 

t is felony, punishable under these enactments 
with death, to place in the hands of a certain 
class of people in Kansas any writing or printed 
work whieh teaches them the way to freedom. 
Everything is sedulously kept from their know] 
edge which would inspire them with the enno- 
bling thought of liberty. Ignorance is enforced 
there by statute laws, and our Army has been and 
is now employed for the enforcement of such 
enactments. We are now called on to make ap- 
prepenmens for the continued enforcement of 
aws that are a disgrace to the age in which we 
live. In thus denouncing them in unmeasured 
language, I but use the words of gentlemen of 
the opposite party in the other wing of the Cap- 
itol. he Presidentavails himself of his position 
to employ the Army to enforce laws thus dis- 
graceful to human nature; and that he may con- 
tinue to do so, we are asked to make further ap- 
propriations; and because we insert a proviso, 


| declaring that the moneys which we appropriate 


shall not be expended to murder our friends in 
Kansas, the Senate rejects all provisions for the 
support of the Army. 
he Senate insists that we shall give the peo- 
ple’s money to pay our troops for shooting down 
men who refuse to obey these despotic, these ty- 
rannical enactments of a usurping Legislature. 
Representatives of the people! are you prepared 
to do this? Will you commit such a revolting 
deed in the face of the people? 
Mr. Speaker, we propose to give the Executive 
the funds necessary for supporting the Army, 
aml for carrying on the Government in all its 


| departments; but we will not participate in the 


crimes now being perpetrated in Kansas. We 
have, therefore, attached to this bill the proviso 
to which I have just referred. But the Senate 
insists that we shall share with them the guilt 
and disgrace of butchering the free-State men of 
Kansas; and if we refuse to do that, they insist 
the Army shall have no appropriation of money 
for its support, Sir, for one, I will leave them 
alone in the perpetration of those murders. I will 
not bathe my soul in such guilt, nor involve my 
name in such disgrace. This is the ground on 
which we stand: and when I assert that we-w 

adhere to this position, I speak but the sentiments 
of my heart; I utter the determination of my 
inmost soul. I speak not for others. It is for 
every man to speak and act.for himself. To God 
and ‘our country we are each responsible, and 
each must meet his responsibility. If there be a 
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man from @ free State here who is willing to vote 
money to pay troops for shooting down in cold 
hlood the advocates of liberty from his own State 
for not yielding to those tyrannical enactments, 
it him put himself upon the record. I do not 
xnow whether there is any such here. If there 
be, he must act agreeably to his own judgment. 
i know the dut _owe myself and my constit- | 
nents, and I will discharge that duty. We live 

in historic times. We are making upa record | 
that will be transmitted to other men and other | 
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free-State men in Kansas, and consent to involve || the closing scenes of the session did not of them- 
ourselves with them in the commission of crimes || selves admonish me of the impropriety of party 
at which our consciences and judgments revolt. || discussions at a time like this, there is nothing 
On this issue I am prepared to go to the people, to || which has fallen from the gentleman from Ohio 
appeal to that tribunal of popular sentiment which |! that, in my judgment, needs reply. His speech is 
stands high above us, and which will pass an im- | but the stale and unvaried repetition of appeals to 
Cee gment upon each member. The people || which we have been forced to listen for the last 
have already given some manifestations of their || eight months—of statements that have over and 
displeasure towards those who have aided in bring- || over again been disproved—of arguments which 
ing about this civil war, a war in which American || have been refuted—and of slanders which have 
blood has been shed by Americanarms. Where |! been repelled. It is idle for that member to at- 


eenerations. We ought to be careful to place ! now is the Democrat from the first district of lowa? || tempt to escape the responsibility of the position 


ourselves in the right position. : 

A few words more,and I have done. Itis 
understood that the Republicans of this House 
regard the alleged laws of Kansas as fraudulent— 
as the acts of usurping invaders—as the enact- 


for Kansas than the people of Maryland had. I | 
assert that individuals in Maryland may get to- 

ether and enact laws to govern the people of 
pany and their enactments would be as bind- 
ing on the — of that Territory as were the 
acts of those Missourians who invaded the Ter- 
ritory, and professed to legislate for its people. 
And when the President of the United States, and 
his advisers and supporters, attempt to constitute 
such residents of Missouri legislators for Kansas, 


! 
| 
| 
ments of men who had no more right to legislate | slave State, for the first time we see a Repub- || eral appropriation bills. 
! 


and to employ the Army to enforce obedience to |! 


such laws, I charge on him the revolution that is 
now going on in that Territory. The blood of 
those citizens of my own State, who were mur- 
dered in Kansas, now stains his garments. The 


hands of the President, and those who support 


his policy, now drip with human gore. ill 


Republicans vote for appropriations to continue || 


the perpetration of such crimes? God forbid! 
He and his supporters of the Legislative Assem- | 
bly of Kansas revolutionize the country to spread | 
slavery over land where it is prohibited by solemn 
compact. The aan stand in the way of | 
this revolution. Their strength is put forth to 

stay its tide. They are determined to obliterate 
this pretended Kansas Legislature and its laws— 
one @ which is that no man shall vote unless he 
swears to support the fugitive slave law, the 


Kansas-Nebraska act, and the laws of the Terri- || 


torial Legislature. 

A friend [Mr. ia calls my attention to a 
fact which, though I did not intend to refer to, I 
will not pass by altogether. Where are the men 
who filled these seats when this Kansas conspir- | 
acy was conceived and carried into effect? They 
were constrained to vote under the partisan influ- 
ences brought to bear on thém. 
holding their seats for six years, looking forward 
to the time when all agitation would, in their 
view, be quieted, forced this issue upon this body 





for the bill have gone to their political graves, 


ries, ead and buried, the green sods of the 


|| and I withdraw it. 
and upon the country. Most of those who voted || 


And who answers where? His eyes are closed || which he and his party have assumed before the 
in political death. He went for slavery in Kan- || country, and now to cast that responsibility upon 
sas, and the lightning of popular indignation has || the Senate. This House may have the undoubted 
laid him a lifeless corpse. ‘The people have filled || power—and he may say the right, so far as might 
his place with a lover of liberty. Even in a |! makes right—to annex these provisoes to the gen- 
Sut how far the exer- 
lican elected to this body. [Cries of ‘* Name || cise of such a power is consistent with usage, 
him!’’ *“* Name him!’’] Name him! why, sir, || with order, with a due regard to the public in- 
not to know him bespeaks yourselves unknown. || terests, with the preservation of a proper respect 
{Laughter.} Ofcourse I referto Francis P. Blair, | to the codrdinate benches of the Governmentand 
of Missourt. || to the harmony of legislation, it is forthe country 
This work will go on, it will progress, and || to determine. 
continue until this body, and the Senate, and the || I have no hesitation in declaring it as my own 
Executive shall be reformed, and our nation re- || opinion, that when a party, such as the member 
deemed from the curse of human bondage. To || from Ohio represents, having accidentally and 
hasten that work which is now advancing with || temporarily acquired a majority in one of the 
rapid strides, I propose to adhere to our proviso— || Houses of Congress, seeks to force its partisan 
to adhere to it here and elsewhere, now and || policy upon the other branch of the Legislature 
forever. \\}and upon the Executive, by incorporating that 
Mr. Speaker, I have only touched upon some || policy in the ordinary and necessary appropria- 
| points which I intended to make. I have laid || tion bills, thus presenting the issue, surrender 
down the basis upon which I founded the motion, || to me, or I will arrest the regular supplies to Gov- 
that the House adhere to their determination to || ernment and paralyze its functions, it is a gross 
give no money for subduing Kansas, and why || abuse of the power vested in this body; it is de- 
we should adhere irrevocably to the position we || structive of all fair and deliberate legislation; it is 
have taken. || the substitution of force for reason, and can be 
I will now gratify gentlemen upon the other || justly characterized by no other terms than fac- 
side of the House by detaining them no longer || tious and revolutionary conduct. I have no doubt 
than to demand the previous question. the country will so regard it. [ admit that ex- 
Mr. ORR. Iask the gentleman from Ohio to || treme cases may arise when such a course of pro- 
withdraw his demand for a few moments, and | || ceeding might be justified by public sentiment; 
will renew it. | but it would be such cases as justify any other 
M#GIDDINGS. I rise to reply to the request || violentand revolutionary remedies. if is as false 
of the gentleman, but before I do so I will make |} as it is wicked to say that any such revolutionary 
an explanation. | remedies are justified by the present condition of 
The SPEAKER. That is hardly in order. || any of those questions now before the countr 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I will simply say, that I |} But, Mr. Speaker, the hour for discussion a 
myself have been restrained by this previous || passed—the time for action has come; and the 
question for nearly twenty years, and in return I || member from Ohio has called upon you to act 
now insist upon it. || only as the merest frenzy of fanaticism would 
Mr. FAULKNER. Will the gentleman with- || urge upon your adoption. That member, acting 
draw the previous question fora moment? I ama || as the chairman of the conference committee, and 


he Senators, member of the committee of conference, and desire || clothed with the representative power of his party, 
| 


to make a few remarks. || after a most exciting appeal to the passions of his 
Mr.GIDDINGS. I cannot resist these appeals, |! colaborers on this floor, has closed his remarks 
by a motion to adhere—a motion which all ac- 


Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Speaker, I was ap- | quainted with parliamentary law know will, if 


|| pointed, on behalf of this House, a member of || sustained, terminate all further conference on this 
and ao indignation rests upon their memo- | this committee of conference on the Army ap- 


bill, and lead to its inevitable loss. I repeat it, 


|| propriation bill; but I did not act; for I received || he has deliberately selected that motion which, 


valley now protect them from the expressions || no notification of my appointment until a few || if sustained by his party, will, as every member 


of contempt which honest men feel for their con- 


duct. They have departed to that bourn whence |! 


such travelers never return. [Laughter.] The 
people sent other men to fill their places, and to 
restore to Kansas that freedom which was wan- 
tonly and traitorously torn from her people. Sir, 
we Republicans were sent here for this express 
purpose. The people expect us to do it, as far 
as we have power. And if we hesitate, and fal- 
ter, and quail, before executive power, we shall 
prove ourselves unequal to the occasion. 

Sir, afew Democrats from our free States have 


been returned to this body. I believe they were || 


generally elected as anti-Nebraska men, and I am 
curious to see how they wiil vote on this occasion. 
Will they return to their people, and say it was 
Just and right to apply the funds earned Ww their 


toil to subdue the people of Kansas—to compel | 
them to submit to slavery, and to the laws of | 


which I have spoken? I do not believe they 
will do this. They will rather attempt, as some 
have already endeavored, to charge the Repub- 
licans with defeating this bill, wn every Repub- 
lican has voted for it on every occasioe since its 
introduction, and every Democrat has voted 
against it, and it is already in danger of defeat 
from Democratic opposition, which has delayed 
it until we are already in the expiring hours of 
the session, and still the Senate refuses to permit 
the bill to unless we will leave out the pro- 
viso prohibiting its expenditure in murdering the 





moments ago, and then only casually, and not || Knows, lead to the loss of the bill. And what 
until after the committee had reached the conclu- || will be the necessary consequences of the ioss of 
'| sions which its chairman, the gentleman from || this bill? Your Army, being wholly unprovided 
| Ohio, [Mr. Grppin¢s,] has just announced to the || for, must of course be disbanded, and your fron- 
|| House, and not until that committee had returned || tier settlements left to the savage barbarities of 
from its conference, and was ready to make its || Indian warfare; he national armories, arse ‘iu! 
report. || and military wor ee closed, and thou- 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I will explain why the gen- |; sands of honest and laborious mechanics thrown 
tleman was not consulted. When I was informed {| with their families, upon the charity of the world. 
|| that I was appointed upon the committee, I called || I need not go over all the disastrous consequences 
|| upon the Doorkeeper, and we both looked through || to settlement, to labor, to commerce, and to the 
|| the House for the gentleman from Virginia, but || currency that would flow from this reckless and 
| we were unable to find him. I do not hesitate ticnentel thavlianen’. Every member can readily 
|| to say that he was not in his seat at that time. I || comprehend and appreciate them himself. 
|| left word with the Doorkeeper to inform him that Mr. Speaker, I trust the party friends of the 
|| the committee were in meeting in the room of the |, gentleman from Ohio will pause and reflect before 
|| Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate: they rush with him into this rash and yy) 
Mr. FAULKNER. I did not refer to this fact || ceeding. They might follow better, if not older 
to.cast any censure upon the member from Ohio, || counsels. The determination to adhere in disa- 
or upon any other person. My presence or ab- |! greements between the Houses, is always re- 
sence on that committee was a very immaterial || garded as a harsh and decisive movement. Under 
matter, as the disagreeing votes of the two Houses || existing circumstances it would be a reckless and 
related solely to the Kansas provisoes, and my || violent act. The parliamentary law in its wisdom 
|| voice could ‘have had no influence against the || provides that the motion to recede, when sub- 
fixed predetermination of the majority of the com- || mitted, shall be put to the House before the mo- 
mittee. I referred to my absence simply that I | tion to adhere. To afford, therefore, to gentle- 
might stand acquitted before this House and be- |! men on the other side the opportunity of retracing 
fore the country of any participation in or assent || their course, and of bringing this protracted con- 
to the factious and revolutionary recommenda- | troversy to a close in accordance with the best 
tions of that committee. interests of the country, I move that this House 
\| Mr. Speaker, if the late hour of the night and ! recede from its amendment, and concur in the 
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amendment of the Senate; and I ask for the-pre- 
vious question. . 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. : 
man from Virginia [Mr. Faun Kner] to witl 
his demand for the previous question. I submit 
that a brief hearing is due to me. 

Mr. FAULKNER withdrew the demand. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, we are evi- 
dently approaching a crisis in reference to this 
important appropriation bill. In the few remarks 
I have to submit, I ask the calm attention of the 
House. I shall speak dispassionately and tem- 
perately, yet, I trust, with becoming Lelia. 

W hat is the difficulty? What is the objection 
which the Senate, and gentlemen upon the oppo- 
site side.of the Hall, present to the final passage 
of the bill? Itis the proviso which I assert does 
nothing more than declare or reénact an ackowl- 
edged provision of the Constitution. That is all. 
When I reported this bill from the Committee of 
Ways and Means in March last, it was in strict 
accordance with our rules, which prohibit inde- 
pendentlegislation in the appropriation bills. ‘The 
committee had excluded everything which did | 





[ ask the gentle- | 
idraw | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


not legitimately pertain to the appropriation of || 


money necessary to carry into effect existing | 
laws. The House will bear me witness that, as | 
chairman, I have uniformly resisted every effort, 
whether made by friend or opponent, to ingraft | 
upon appropriation bills extraneous acts of legis- | 
lation. But, sir, what is our present condition? 
Here we are, fatigued by a sitting of seventeen | 
hours. [tis near four o’clock, and the rays of a 
Sabbath morning's light are breaking upon us. 
Why will the Senate not allow the passage of 
this bill? 
stitution. I have no disposition to speak in harsh 
or disrespectful language of the action of the Sen- | 
ate; but wearied as I am, I will speak in vindi- 
cation of the rights, the dignity, the integrity, 
and the independence, of the popular branch of | 
the National Legislature—the eas of Repre- | 
sentatives. 

I have just heard, that during this night’s ses- | 


sion, an honorable Senator has asserted in sub- |) 


stance, that that body could conquer the House 
in the struggle over the Kansas proviso to the 
civil appropriation bill, because it contained an 
item to pay for the books voted to new members. 
Since this assertion has been made, this House | 





| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


| should assert our rights. 


| that of the Senate before the country. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I speak of the House as 
a body; and I place its action on this question, 
and disposition to harmonize with the Senate to 
secure the passage of the bill, in comparison with | 


This body, Mr. Speaker, is the popular branch 
of the Nationa! Legislature. It springs directly 
from the people, and it has, in my judgment, | 
yielded all it should yield. It is time that we 

We propose nothing || 
in the bill that is improper in itself. Itis charged 
that we are trying to withhold the necessary 
support of the Army. What is the proviso that | 
is objectionable to the Senate? It provides that 


the Army shall not be used by the President of | 
| the United States to enforce the pretended laws | 


| 
{ 


Its proviso is as harmless as the Con- | 


| then, do the Senate, and gentlemen, and the op- || 


has wiped away that aspersion by striking from || 


the bill that item in which many of its members 

had a personal interest. Besides, in its anxiety | 
to carry on the Government, it yielded to the 

Senate on the contested Kansas proviso. That | 
bill now awaits only the signature of the Presi- 
dent to become a law, stripped of the appropria- 
tion for books and of all other features objection- 
able to the Senate. Why, therefore, shall not | 
the Senate, under the circumstances, be made to | 
feel, in the struggle over this bill, the independence | 
and power of the House? Or shall we 2 forced | 
to return to our people and tell them, that when | 


wearied and worn out by toil, we yielded all || 


the power of legislation to the Senate? Sir, I say 
that this House having taken its stand upon two 


bills, and having yielded everything to the Senate || 


in one of them, cannot, in my judgment, without 
a sacrifice of its dignity and independence, yield 
upon the other. t regret that members have 
deemed it proper to force upon these bills the 


provisions which should have been regarded as | 


the subject-matter of bills disconnected with ap- 
propriations; but the crisis is upon us, and buta 
few hours of the session are left. As a codrd- 
inate branch of the Legislature we must either 
maintain orsacrifice its dignity and its just rights. 


| 


|| lation in hot haste—our bills for additional com- 


The House has, in its action an hour ago, yielded || 


everything; the Senate yields nothing in return. 
Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to ask him a question? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Yes, if it be pertinent. 
Mr. MARSHALL. I think it is. 


Mibject of these prov'soes, in regard to Kansas, 
upon the other bill. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him how many members of his party 
voted to recede ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not speak of parties. 
The record will show that. I have not time now, 


to read over the list of yeas and nays. My point || branches of the public service. On many occa- 
sions, I have separated from, and battled against, 
those with whom I have acted as a politician, and 
''T have heard and read anathemas pronounced 


is, that the House did yield everything to secure } 


the passage of that bill. 
My. MARSHALL. No, I think not. 








! 


The gen- || pursue this course sacrifice by the passage of | 
man remarks that the House has yielded the |) this bill in its present form? Nothing, absolutely 


| 


| 


| 


of Kansas. I will not stop to discuss the very 
exciting topic, as to whether these laws are valid 
or void. We have abundant evidence tending to 
prove, at least, that the Assembly which made 
them was not properly organized under the fun- | 
damental law which Congress gave to the people 
of that Territory, and, therefore, that its enact- 
ments are fraudulent and void. But admit, for 
the sake of the argument, that the proceedings | 
were all proper—in strict accordance with the | 
law; that the Legislature was properly elected; | 
that all its proceedings were lawful; and that there 
is nothing on the pretended statute-book of Kan- 
‘sas that is tainted with fraud: and I ask gentle- | 
men who are strict constructionists—especially | 
those who assert the great doctrine of State rights | 
—the followers of the great Calhoun, to answer 
me this question: Where do you find the power | 
in the Constitution which authorizes the Ex- 
ecutive of the General Government to use the 
Federal troops for the purpose of executing che 
laws of any State or Territory, except in case of 
insurrection? I hold that it would be % usurp- | 
ation of executive power to use the troops of the 
Federal Government for the purpose of enforcing 
the laws of any State. There is no State in this 
Union which would tolerate its exercise. 

If this position be correct what is there of harm 
in the proviso? Nothing, sir, nothing. @Why, 


posite side of this House, stand out for the defeat | 
of the Army appropriation bill upon a mere ‘* ab- 
straction?’? Why ‘‘ disband’’ (that is the word 
of the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. FauitKner) 
the Army—ihat great arm of your national de- | 
fense? Sir, if this bill be defeated, the responsi- 
bility will not rest on my shoulders, nor upon this | 
House of Representatives, now anxiously seeking | 
to pass it with its harmless proviso. If it be de- 
feated, under these circumstances, let the respons- 
ibility fall upon the Senate! ‘There the country 
will place it! | 

We have sent American troops to the field; | 
fifteen or sixteen thousand brave men are either 
under or subject to marching orders in various 
parts of our great Confederacy, to defend, if neces- 
sary, on fields of blood and death, the stars and | 
stripes. 


Pacific. 
hardy pioneer and his helpless children from the 


|| scalping knife of the relentless and cruel savage! | 
|| We have required this of the American soldier, | 
,and yet have provided no means to pay for his 
| service, or his coarse food and clothing, since the 


30th of June. Senators and members of this 
House can run through all the machinery of legis- 


pensation, for books, for the comforts of con- 
gressional life—and yet repudiate the payment of | 
the pittance due the soldier, and withhold from 
him his ** pork and beans’’ for no better reason | 
than that the bill contains a clause which recites 
or reénacts an acknowledged provision of the 
Constitution ! 

Sir, what of principle will gentlemen who | 





nothing. 

I did not rise to speak of personal sacrifices or 
individual wrongs. I might be justified in speak- 
ing of mine. Gentlemen onevery side know that 
I See sacrificed something to save these bills, 
and furnish means to carry on the various 


ec a EE 


Many have crossed the plains, making || 
| the toilsome march to the far off frontier of the | 
There they meet death in defense of the || 
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against my action. Such sacrifices 





August 16, 


are due to 


one’s country; and may I not appeal to the 


patriotism of the friends of the Ad 
the Senate and in this House to yield 
pass this bill to feed and clothe the Arm 


| my feelings upon the party or section 
which divide us, | speak im no spirit 
The occasion is too momentous, the m 
sacred, to justify a partisan speech. My 
| in behalf of our country—our whole cou 
'| for those whose lives are pledged to i 


‘| Ways and Means draws rapid! 


|| to save this bill. Its fate may depend up 
| action which will result from the motion | now 
|} submit, 
'| this Hlouse to testify to the country that the fay, 


| fore move t 
| amendment, and that a third committee of cop. 


| he expects me to yield everything, and come in 


'| fore, I cannot yield. I regard itasa usurpation 
|| by the legislative department of the functions of 
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| depends the success of the bill. 
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Mr. Speaker, my service on the Committee of 
to a close, 
Whatever the embarrassments of my position 
no reasonable effort on my part shall be spared 


on the 








If it is defeated, 1 desire the record of 
is not in — want of effort on my part. I there. 
iat the House further insist upon ity 


ference be appointed; and on that motion demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire toask the genile. 
man from Ohio, whether he did not, a moment 
250, state that the amendment about which the 
two Houses now differ in relation to this matter 
was a mere abstraction? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe that I did say 
that the action of the Senate seemed to indicate 
a purpose to defeat the bill on an abstraction. 

Mr. McMULLIN. If it is a mere abstraction, 
then why will not the gentleman and his friends 
allow it to be stricken out? 

Mr.CAMPBELL. The majority of the House 
regarded these provisoes otherwise, yet they 
yemeed to the Senate on the other bill. It now 
»ecomes a question whether the Senate shall dic- 
tate the terms of legislation—asking everything 
and giving nothing. I would support the rights 
and dignity of the House under such cireum- 
stances, even on an ‘* abstraction.’’ The gentle. 
man seems to act upon the principles of Vamginia 
exaction, which requires all the yielding to come 
from one side. I ean tell the gentleman that, if 


~- 
pn 
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every particular to his standard, or to submit to 
all the requirements of the Senate, in this matter, 
he asks too much. I will not do it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I merely desire to say, in 
reply, that if I regarded this amendment as a 
mere abstraction, | would yield at once; but | 
regard it asinvolvihg a vital principle, and, there- 


the executive and judicial departments. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. As I have said, upon the 
action of the House on the motion I have made, 
This amend- 
ment is really only a repetition of a constitutional 
principle with which every gentleman is familiar. 

see no reason why the bill should be lost by 
reason of it. J submit the motion which I have 
indicated, and demand the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I ask the gentleman to allow me 
to make a single remark. I will renew the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the gentle- 
man from Ohio withdraws the demand for the 
previous question, I shall ask to be heard upon 
the question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I will not open the 
door to further debate after so long a session. 
I may as well say to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, that yesterday, when, on his motion, 
an important measure a womsanete bill) 
was brought before the House, I desired, by way 
of settling these difficulties in Kansas, to submit 
an amendment, and he would not allow me—— 
{Cries of ‘* Order!’ ** Order!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, 
unless the gentleman withdraws his demand for 
the previous question. t 

r. CAM LL. I do not withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from Ohio that, if he will sub- 
mit the motion that the House insist and ask * 
committee of conference, it will then take prece- 
dence of the motion of his colleague [Mr. Gw 
pings] that the House adhere. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well; I will submit 
my motion in that form. 
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“Air, SMITH, of Virginia. What has become 


fthe motion of my colleague, (Mr. Fau.ener?] 
‘ The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
inia made the motion that the House recede; the 


> ntleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippies] moved that |} 


the House adhere; and the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. Camepeti] moved that the House insist. 
The question will first be taken upon the motion 
that the House recede, and then upon the motion 
that the House insist. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded tellers upon the mo- 
tion that the House recede. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smirn, of | 
Tennessee, and MorGan, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 81, noes 85. ; 

Mr. PELTON (at twenty minutes past three 
o’clock, a. m.) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion to recede. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 82, nays 86; as follows: ® 

yEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley S. Bennett, | 
Rocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, | 
Cadwalader, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson | 
kK. W. Cobb, Craige, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, | 
powdell, Edmundson, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
flenry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 


Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexan- 





Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, | 
Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, | 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Samuel 
A-Smith, William Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, 
Thurston, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Walker, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer— 82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billing- | 
nurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James | 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Em 


tie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, || 
1 


Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, | 
Kapa, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 
son, McCarty, Killan Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pringle, 
Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tap- 
pan, Thorington, Todd, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalder C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, 








| chase of a site, and the erection or preparation || 
| of the necessary building for the post office in the 


| Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending the 


Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Wovdruff, and Wood- 


worth—86. 


So the House refused to recede from its dis- 
agreement. 

“Mr. WHEELER (at twenty minutes before 
four o’elock, a. m.,) moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Camp- 
BELL’s motion that the House insist, and ask for 
afurther conference upon the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the Army bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE. 


While the above bill was under consideration, 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that that body had passed an act (S. No. 
462) for fulfilling the stipulations of the treaty 
with the Creek and Seminole Indians of the 16th 
of August, 1856. 

A message was also received from the Senate, by 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


' The matter is referred to the proper Department 
| to be adjudicated on principles of equity and 


der K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, || JUStice. 


_ mage 


for the service of the Post Office Department dur- | Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment continues 

ing the am rear coding oe 30th of June, 1857, || the increased compensation up to the termination 
ave met, and, after full and free conference, have || of his regular contract. When does that take 

agreed to recommend that the House agree to the || place ? . 

following amendments of the Senate: sections || Mr. PHELPS. June 30, 1858. 

three, four, six, seven, eight, nine, ten,andeleven;|| Mr. BILLINGHURST. The next amend- 

and that the Senate recede from the following || ment which the committee recommend that the 

rosary sections five, twelve, thirteen, four- || House shall recede from its disagreement to is as 

teen, an een. | follows: 

The Senate have reported fifteen amendments Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
to this bill in the shape of additional sections. || General is hereby authorized to pay to George H. Giddings, 
The third section, from the disagreementto which |} Copt@ctor for carrying the mail on route No. 12900, from 
the committee recommend the House to recede, || Gach way’, nec ee ee oan Antonio, ‘Texas, monchily 


pee | each way, according to the contract under which said ser- 
makes an appropriation of $500,000 for the pur- || vice is now being performed, the sum of $33,500 for each 


year’s service, commencing with the 18th day of Angust, 
) 1855, and continue during his contract: Provided, That the 
| Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul 
said contract on giving three months’ notice to said con- 
tractor. 


A bill for the same purpose passed this House; 
but, instead of passing the bill, the Senate made 


city of New York. This is in pursuance of ex- 
isting law. 
The fourth section, to which the House agrees, || 
is for continuing the usual compensation to the 
clerks in the city post office of this city for one || this amendment: 
year. It is in these words: \\ 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the fourth section 


of the act of Congress, approved Sth of August, 1&4, en- 
titled An act making appropriations for the service of the 


Sec. 10. nd be it further enacted, That the proper ac- 
| counting officers of the Post Office Department be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and required to execute the joint 
resolution forthe relief of Seth M. Leavenworth, now de- 
ceased, approved the 6th day of August, 1846 ; and that the 
amount found due should be paid his legal representatives 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropria- 
ted. 

This amendment executes a law on the statute- 
book which gentlemen of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, who have examined 
the subject, assure us ought to beexecuted. The 
committee recommend that the House recede from 
its disagreement to the amendment. 


30th of June, 1855,” be, and the same is hereby, continued 
for one year from August 5, 1856. 


The report of the committee is, that the House 
recede from its disagreement to this amendment. 


Sec. 7. “nd be it further enacted, That the First Comp- } 
troller of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to ad- | 


| just the damages due to Edward A. Carmick and Albert €. | The Senate recedes from the amendment ex- 


Assury Dickrns, their Secretary, informing the 


House that that body had passed, without amend- 
ment, a bill (H. R. No. 316) making appropria- 
tions for the transportation of the United States 
mail, by ocean steamers and otherwise, during 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

A message was also received fromthe Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, announcing that 
the Senate insist upon their amendments to the 
b.!l making appropriations for certain civil ex- 
Lenses of che Government for the year ending 


“une 30, 1857, and ask a committee of conference || 


upon the dis 
upon the said bill. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL — RE- \ during the last session on account of Indian dep- 


PORT OF COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 


Mr. BILLINGHURST. | rise to a privileged || contract has to run? 
The committee of conference on the | 
ulsagreeing votes of the two Houses to the bill || months’ notice on the part of the Postmaster |) Bradshaw, Broom, 
vt the House (No. 315) making appropriations | General. i 


qnestion. 


reeing votes of the two Houses | lars. 


Ramsey, on account of the abrogation, by the Postmaster || tanding the law concerning preémptions to mail 


General, of their contract to carry the mail on Vera Cruz, | -* ; ; 
Acapulco, and San Francisco route, dated the 15th Feb- || contractors west of the Mississippi, to mail con- 
ruary, 1853; to adjudge and award to them, according to tractors in Minnesota, east of that river; and also 
the principles of law, equity, and justice, the amount s0 || ffom amendments for a new project of carrying 
found due ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby re- - ‘ 2 a 
’ : i| the mail from some point on the Mississippi, to 
be fixed by the Postmaster General, to California, 


quired to pay the same to the said Carmick and Ramsey, out 
by mailcoaches. The mail has to be sermfi-monthly, 


of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
The Postmaster General entered into a contract J . . 
and would cost half a million of dollars. I now 
call for the previous question on the report of the 


with these parties, subject to the approval of Con- 


gressa@hat they should carry the mail from Vera 
Cruz San Francisco within a period of fourteen |; Commitee. 
days. It was an experiment, and it was not I'he previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put, being upon 
agreeing to the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, 
The report of the committee was agreed to. 
Mr. BLLLINGHURST moved to reconsider 
| the vote by which the report was agreed to, and 
also that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MILLSON (at four o’clock, a.m.) moved 
| that the House adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the 
| rules, made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Kwient,] is pending. 

Mr. PHELPS. Before that question is put, I 
desire to say thata recent treaty with the Creeks 
|| and Seminoles has been ratified by the Senate— 
| yesterday or to-day—by which it becomes neces- 
| sary that an additional amount of money should 
| be appropriated. 
| Mr. KNIGHT. 
| any such purpose. 
M 
| 


known that the mail could be carried between | 
those points inthe time fixed. These parties, at 
great expense, made all the arrangements, and 
were enabled to carry the mail in thirteen days. 
When Congress met, the Postmaster General did 
not, as I understand these claimants, make a prop- 
er representation of their case, and no notice was 
taken of it; and after the adjournment, or while 
Congress was in session, the contract was termin- | 
ated, throwing upon their hands some seven 
hundred mules and horses, together with the par- 
aphernalia for the carriage of the mail on the 
route. The section which I[ have read refers the || 
subject to the decision of the proper Department, |! 
on principles of law, equity, and justice, and the 
committee recommend that the House recede from 
its disagreement, which | think ought to be done. | 
Sec. 8. 4nd he it further enacted, That there be allowed 
and paid to Jacob Hall, for currying the mail on route No. | 
8912, from Independence to Santa Fé, $22,000 per annum, 
instead of the sum for which he contracted, commencing 
August, 1855, and ending with his contract; and the same 
shall be in full for all the losses by him sustained in said 
service, by Indian depredations or otherwise. This grant 
| is made on the condition that the Postmaster General may, 
at any time, on giving three months’ notice, terminate the 
' contract of said Hail. 


The committee also recommend that the House || journ 


recede from its disagreement to this amendment. || ; 
| We were advised by the Committee on the Post || Mr. MILLWARD demanded the yeas and 


Office and Post Roads that they had unanimously | 
agreed to report in favor of this case. 
Mr. HICKMAN. Whatis the contract price? | 
Mr. SAGE. The same as that allowed last | 
ear. i ; : 
|| Bliss, Boyce, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Burnett, Caskie 
| Mr. HOUSTON. As I understand the amend- Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, William. 
ment, the contract is to be continued to its termin- || son R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Cafes, Damrell, Dean, 
ation at this increased compensation. Whatwas || Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, Flagier, Thomas J. 1). 
| the original com es | Fuller, Galloway Giddings, Goode, Granger, Grow, Robert 
» he 


Mr. MACR. ‘Ten thousand nine hundred dol- | B. Hall, Harlan, Haven rbert, Hoffman, Holloway, Va- 


Ido not yield the floor for 


r. CLINGMAN moved that the House ad- 





nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was deeided in 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 63; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, 





entine 8. Horton, Houston, Howard, George W. Jones, 
J. caer Jones, Kelly, King Knox, Kunkel, Lake, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, McCarty, MeMullin, MeQueen, Moore, 
Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, 


‘| Mr. HOUSTON. The increase was given 
| Pearce, Peck, Perry, Pettit, Puryear, Quitman, Ruffin, 


|| redations; but it was only to continue for one || Savage, William Smith, Stanton, Stewart Swope, Talbott, 
‘| year. Now, I would like to know how long the || Trippe, Underwood, Wade Wakeman, Walbridge, Wat- 
dron, Welch, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Woodruff, 


Daniel B, Wright, and John V. Wright—®6. 


Mr. WALKER. It can be terminated by three NAYS—Messrs. Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, mak 


Buffinton, Cadwalader, Lewis 
Campbell, Chaffee, Comins, Covode, Cumback, Hen 
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Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, 
Edie. Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Ful- 
ler. Greenwood, Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, Knight, 
Leiter, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Mitteson, Maxweli, Millson, Millward, Morgan, Mott, 
Murray, Pelion, Pennington, Phelps, Pringle, Ricaud, Rob- 
erts, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Seward, Samuel A. Smith, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stranahan, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, 
Todd, ‘Tyson, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 
B. Wastiburne, Wells, Wood, and Woodworth—63. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. DOWDELL stated that Mr. Davipson 
had paired off. 

Mr. D. also said: As it is important to make a 
further appropriation, in order to put a stop to 
the Seminole war, we ought not to adjourn now, 
and therefore I vote in the negative. 

Mr. LETCHER. You may vote ‘‘no’’ fora 
month, and that will not put a stop to the Semi- 
nole war. 

Mr. PRINGLE stated that Mr. Rircure had 
paired off with Mr. Harris, of Alabama. 

The motion being agreed to, the House accord- 
ingly (at twenty-five minutes past four o’clock, 
a.m.) adjourned until Monday morning, at nine 
o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, 4ugust 16, 1856. 
EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled a. .ix o’clock. 
CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BIGGS. Although the Senate is very 
thin, it becomes my duty, as a membef of the 


Committee on Private Land Claims, in the ab- | 


sence of the chairman of that committee, to intro- 


duce a resolution to the general principle of which || 


I object; but it is necessary in consequence of the 
situation of the business of the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. After having consulted with 
the chairman of the Committee on the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate, [Mr. Evans,] 1 under- 
stand he has no objection to it. I ask leave to 
introduce a resolution to continue the employ- 
ment of the clerk of the Committee on Private 
Land Claims during the recess—not from year to 
year, as is the case with some committees, 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose, if you continue 
one, you must continue all. I understand that a 
resolution was passed yesterday, giving one clerk 
$2,100 a year. 

Mr. BIGGS. It is only on account of the 
business of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims that the resolution is introduced. I will 
state to the Senator from Virginia, that there is 
an immense claim pending before that committee. 

Mr. MASON. Let the resolution be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be authorized to continue the employment of their clerk 
during the recess, for the purpose of continuing the inves- 


tigation of facts and authorities relative to important claims 
pending before said committee. 


Mr. MASON. Let it lie over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is objected 
to, and must lie over under the rules. 

Mr. BIGGS. I hope the resolution will be 
referred to the Committee on the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no objection the resolution will be referred to that 
committee. The Chair hears no objection. 

LAND OFFICE AT VINCENNES. 

Mr. STUART. There is a bill, which I may 
say with propriety is very important to a section 
of your State, sir, which has passed the House, 
and ought to pass here. It has been reported 
back from the Committee on Public Lest, It 
is very important to the public interest. It is in 
relation to the Vincennes land district. I hope 
the Senate will pass it now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bill (HL. R. No, 123) to continue the land office at 
Vincennes, Indiana, and to ascertain and adjust 
the titles to certain lands in the States of Indiana 
and [linois, formerly included within the Vincen- 
nes land district. 

Mr. MASON. Let the bill be read. I want to 
know what it is. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. L hope we shall dispense with 
the reading of the bill. It isa very long one. 
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Mr. STUART. It is recommended by the 
Interior Department and the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, and has been examined by 
the committees of the House and Senate. 

There being no objection, the reading of the 
bill was dispensed with. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

TALBOT C. DOUSMAN. 
Mr. DODGE. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the Senate to take up House bill No. 353, 


| which has been reported from the Committee on 
| Private Land Claims withoutamendment. It is to 
| confirm the title to some Jots in Prairie du Chien. 





There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 


| bill (H1. R. No. 353) for the relief of Talbot C. 


Dousman. 
It was reported to the Senate without amend- 


| ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


COURTS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. TOOMBS. lIask the unanimous consent 


| to take up a little bill for California that will pass 
| in two minutes. 


It is to put the courts there 
under the general law of 1850. It has been re- 


| ported unanimously by the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 


as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 


bill (S. No. 402) to provide for holding the courts 


| of the United States in the State of California, 
| in case of the sickness or other disability uf the 


judge of the district courts. 
‘The Committee on the Judiciary proposed to 


| amend the bill by striking out the first section, 
| and inserting in lieu of it: 


That the act of Congress, approved July 29, 1850, entitled 





* An act to provide for holding the courts of the United 


| States in case of the sickness or other disability of the 
| judges of the district courts,’’ be, and the same is hereby 
| extended and made to apply to the United ae on 


| for the State of California; and all acts and par 


cts in- 


| consistent with this act are hereby repealed. 


| the district judges of California has heretofore 
| held a term for the other, under the act of Janu- 


| is to put California, in this respect, under the 
| - 
| general law of the land. 





| reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
| amendment was concurred in. 


| the third time, and passed. 


The second section provides, that if either of 


ary 18, 1854, he shall receive from the Treasury 
his reasonable expenses of travel to and from 
his residence, and the place of holding the term, 
and his expenses of living while holding it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The object of the committee | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was 


ry’ > 
rhe bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed fora third reading, read | 





EXTRA COMPENSATION TO EMPLOYES. 


_Mr. CLAYTON. I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion, to which I suppose there will be no objec- 


| tion, and ask for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to each of the 
employés of the Senate and in the congressional library 
the same compensation that is allowed to the employés of 
the House of Representatives by a resolution of the House of 
15th August, 1856, to be paid out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate, under the direction of the committee to audit 
and control the same. 


Mr. HUNTER. I object. 
The PRESIDENT pro ae 


tion cannot now be considered. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GEYER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bil! (S. No. 
460) to provide for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Missouri river by contract; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 461) to 
provide for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi river by contract; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


PATAPSCO RIVER BILL VETO. 
Mr. PRATT. A motion was made to recon- 
sider the vote on the passage of the bill making 


appropriation for the improvement of the Patapsco 
river, but I learn that it has been sent to the 


The resolu- 


saps teeiniieee 
House of Representatives. I move, no a 
the Secretary be instructed to ask for ia 
of that bill from the House of Representatiy, mg 


v 
The motion was agreed to. ox 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message was received from the H 
Representatives, by Mr. Barcray, A 
Clerk, announcing that the House cone 
the resolution of the Senate for the su 
| of the 16th and 17th joint rules for the 
the session; that they agreed to the amendmoy, 
of the Senate to the House joint resolution 
(No. 27) extending the time for the creditors of 
Texas to present their claims; that they agreog 
| to the report of the committee of conference 
(on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

the bill (H. R. No. 71) making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of thy 
| Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipu- 
| lations with the various Indian tribes for the year 
| ending June 30, 1857. The message also ap. 
| ngunced that the House had passed the follow. 
| ing bills: 
| A bill (H. R. No. 381) for the relief of Amos 
| B. Corwin; ‘ 
| A bill (H. R. No. 385) for the relief of George 
| H. Giddings, contractor for carrying the Unite 
| States mail on route 1290; 
| A bill (H.R. No. 388) for the relief of py. 
| James Morrow; 
|__A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 13) for the relief of 
| Mary Reeside; and 
| A bill (H. R. No. 276) granting bounty lang 
| to the officers and crews of private armed vessels 
commissioned by the United States. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate rp. 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the cop. 
| sideration of the bill (H.R. No. 315) making 
| appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
| Department during the fiscal year ending Jun 


30, 1857. 
I am charged, asimen- 


OUSe of 
SSistant 
Urred jn 
Spension 
residue of 





Mr. COLLAMER. 
ber of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads, with two or three amendments, which | 
desire to present. Two of the amendments ar 
of so nearly the same character that I will explain 
them together. They are: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed 
to Jacob Hall, for carrying the mail on route numbered 
8912, from Independence to Santa Fé, $22,000 per annun, 
instead of the sum for which he contracted, commencing 
August 6, 1855, and ending with his contract ; and the sane 
shall be in full for all losses by him sustained in said service 
| by Indian depredations, or otherwise. This grant is made 
| on condition that the Postmaster General may at any time, 


on giving three months’ notice, annul the contract of said 
Hall. 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized to pay to George H. Giddings, 
| contractor, for carrying the mail on route numbered 12900, 
| from Santa Fé, New Mexico, to San Antonio, Texas, 
| monthly, each way, according to the-contract by which said 
| service is now being performed, the sum of $23,300 for each 
year’s service, commencing the 8th of August, 1855, and 
continuing during his contract: Provided, That the Post- 
master General be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul 
said contract, on giving three months’ notice to such con- 
tractor. 

Mr. Hall entered into a contract for carrying 
the mail from Independence to Santa Fé. Mr. 
Giddings was carrying the mail under contract 
from Santa FétoSan Antonio. While they were 
thus carrying the mail, Indian wars and disturb- 
ances broke out, so that they have been put to 
very great trouble and expense in providing 
guards, and have been carrying the mails at a 
great loss. This has been fully shown. Under 
the law by which we are bound to pay for dep- 
redations in the Indian country, something has 
been paid. Last year, Congress puton the Post 
Office appropriation billa similar provision making 
this Sperone saiirn for one year. The depreda- 
tions have continued. These men are still com- 
pelled to send guards with the mails, are still 
incurring the same expense, and subjected to the 
same losses to which they were before. The 
service cannot be performed without this addi- 
tional pay to Mr. Giddings and Mr. Hall; and 
the committee, therefore, report that the same 
allowance should be made now as was made last 
year. The only difference is, that we now pro- 
vide that it shall continue during the term, unless 
the Postmaster General shall think proper to put 
an end to the contracts. - 

Mr. HUNTER. It scems to me that these 
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rivate claims. These amendments are to | 
an amount for past services, to give the par- 
vd more than they contracted for, and 2 
oe 


ought not to be ey on an appropriation bil 
They are not for the current service. 
* COLLAMER. They are both for the 


a The service cannot be performed | 


current service. 
without them. 
Mr. HUNTER. I thought they were to pay 


the contractors for the years 1855 and 1856. : 
Mr. MASON. Does the Postmaster General 
recommend the amendments? ; 
Mr. COLLAMER. Certainly; the service 
cannot be done without this increased compensa- 
tion. There is a provision that the Postmaster 
General may put an end to the contracts on giving 
notice. ‘They are for the current service, without 
which the service cannot be performed. If they do | 
not belong to the bill, I do not know what does. 
Mr. HUNTER. Let us take the question. | 
Mr. BAYARD. Ido not mean to raise a ques- 
tion of order in reference to these amendments, 
but if the state of facts be as represented, is not 
this a question for executive functions? Is it not 
an administrative duty? Has the Postmaster 
General reported to us that these contracts cannot | 
be performed unless the additional compensation 
be allowed? If not, are we not arrogating to | 
Congress actually the performance of executive | 
duties? We are not merely passing laws, but 
undertaking to inquire into their execution in 
cases where no complaint is made by the officer 
charged with carrying out the laws. Itseems to | 
me that is the character of the amendment. If 
it be true that these services cannot be performed | 
for the present rates, (and that is the only ground | 
on which the amendment can be sustained,) why 
has not the Postmaster General so represented to 
us, and asked for authority to conclude an addi- 
tional contract? If your executive officers are | 
worth anything, that is their appropriate duty. | 
There is nd complaint of breach of faith; but we | 
are asked to initiate in Congress legislation on a | 
purely administrative matter, without any action | 
ofthe Department. Every day you say that you | 
require, for purposes of appropriation, that the 
| 
i 
} 








Department shall make its estimates, and send | 
them to you. That is one way in which we con- 
duct our business. 
tive matter. 

I know nothing of the case except the state- | 
ment now made; but 1 understand there is no | 
recommendation from the Department. Surely | 
the Postmaster General ought to be acquainted | 
with the facts better than we can be, whether this | 
contract can be carried on without further legis- | 
lation on the part of Congress; and in the absence | 
of any recommendation from him, I am not dis- | 
posed to interfere with the executive function by | 
means of legislative action. I shall vote against | 
the amendment. 

Mr.COLLAMER. The gentleman from Del- 
aware and myself do not understand this matter 
alike. These are very important contracts to be 


This is a purely administra- 





_ into the Senate. It was brought here legit- | 
> } 
ely by the Postmaster General. He recom- 











Department that this is the only way of securing || 
the service. 
Mr. BAYARD. I think, that when an ex- 
ecutive officer desires to have authority to change 
a contract, to increase the compensation of con- 
tractors, it is a very simple matter for him to 
apply to us for the purpose; and his communi- 
cation ought also to be in writing. For the per- 
formance of executive duties, the responsibility | 
rests with the executive officers. If we are 
misled by them into allowing too large a com- | 
pensation, we know to whom to look as the 
author of the extravagance; but if we are simply 
to be told on this floor, that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral leaves this matter to Congress, it is an abne- 
gation of his own duties. It is his duty to 
superintend the performance of Post Office con- 
tracts; and if the money appropriated is insuf- || 
ficient to carry them out, it 1s his duty to recom- | 
mend to us an enlargement, he taking the proper | 
responsibility for the performance of the mail 
service. Whenever he does that on his own re- 
sponsibility, I am willing to vote for the proper 
appropriation. 
wise. 1] 





| 


The question being taken on a division, re- || 
| ate take the vote on both amendments, or on the 


sulted—ayes nineteen, noes not counted. 

Mr. BAYARD. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. i entirely agree with what has | 
fallen from the Senator from Delaware. We know | 
the nature of contractors. They are constantly 
for increasing their gains at the expense of the | 
Government. We know the duties of the ad- | 
ministrative officers. It is ordered by law that | 
a mail shall be carried between these points. If | 
the Postmaster General, upon whom the responsi- | 
bility rests, comes here and says the sanil can- | 
not be carried without an increased expenditure | 
for guards, we know on what to rely; but if the | 
contractor comes and says, *‘[ want a contin- | 
uance of the guards,’’ and the Postmaster Gen- 
eral says, ‘* I submit it to Congress,”’ there is no 
responsibility. Let the Postmaster General ex- 
ercise his responsibility; and if the fact be that a 

uard is necessary, let him send a message to 
ongress, through the President, asking for it. 
But if we yield to the demands of contractors 
who are depredating constantly on the Govern- 
ment, I need not say what will become of the | 
Treasury. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This subject is one of great | 
interest to the frontier. This is not a measure 
that has been improperly brought forward and 


mended the course that has been taken. He said | 
he did not possess the competency to conduct 
this mail service as the public necessities require. | 


the establishment of an important route, that 
legislative provision had not been made suffi- 
ciently on the subject, and it was proper that it | 
should be referred to Congress; but he had not 
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carried into effect. They constitute the only con- 
nection with our Territory of New Mexico. The 
last Congress, a year ago, fully examined this 
subject. The Department then recommended | 
this increased compensation; and now, on being 
asked for the communication, tell us that the 
same state of things continues, and submit it to 
Congress. That is the action of the Department. 
The Postmaster General has not the power to | 
increase the compensation. 

Mr. BAYARD. All I ask of the honorable | 
Senator is, whether the Department has recom- | 
mended that this appropriation be continued dur- 
ing the term of the contract? Does the proposi- 
tion come here on the recommendation of the | 
Department, or is it on the initiation of the 
committee? That was the whole question with 
me. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Department, on our 
applying to them, stated the facts, and said to 
us that they stood as they did last year, and left 
the subject to Congress to make what provision 
they should think proper. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral said he had no power to do it. We propose 
to leave to him to discontinue it hereafter. He 
has no power to raise the pay of these contract- 
ors. He submits it to Congress to fix such pay 
as they think proper, stating that the condition 
of things which induced the increase last 
still continues. J believe it is the opinion of the 
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competency in his Department. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator will allew me to 
interrupt him for a moment, to ask for the read- 
ing of the communication of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. We can have no communications with the 
Departments that are not in writing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee called on 
the Postmaster General 

Mr. COLLAMER. I hope I shall be indulged 








| grounds fora different opinion at this time. 


| clearly demanded by the exigencies of the case. 


{ am not willing to do it other- |} 


1 ask for the yeas and nays. || 
| 
| 


i 


It was of such a peculiar character, so novel, and || 


220 


— 


more than double the pay specified in his contract. In ad- 
dition to such special appropriation of money, further relief 
was afforded by certain grants of land on the line of his 
route. These acts of Congress were designed, as [ con- 
ceived, not merely for his temporary benefit, but also tw 
enable him to continue and fulfil the service required by 
his contract. There was, it is true, a provision authorizing 
the annulmentof the contract, with the contractor’s assent, 
but the question being lett to my discretion, I was in duty 
bound to consider it with reference to the interests of this 
Department. Accordingly I declined assuming such re- 
sponsibility, in view of the probability of involving heavy 
additional expense by reletting the route, and I have no 
If, from the 
evidence before Congress, the contractor was entitled to a 
release besides additional pay, | cannot perceive why there 
Was ho positive enactment to that effect. My own conclu- 
sion was, that Congress did not consider the evidence satis- 
factory, and, therefore, only granted such relief as seemed 
Whether 
that relief was intended to be for one year only, and should 
now be further extended, as petitioned for, is submitted to 
the wisdom of Congress, where alone the question can be 
finally decided. : 
The papers submitted by you are herewith returned. 
I have the honor to be, &c., &c., 
JAMES CAMPBELL. 


Hon. Jacos Counamer, United States Senate. 


Mr. COLLAMER. The relief granted last 
year was expressly teem for in this manner. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Sen- 











first? There aretwo. The firstis for Mr. Hall. 
| Mr. BAYARD. I see no difference. There is 
| no recommendation for either. 
| The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
| will be taken on both amendments together. 
| ‘The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas 
| 27, nays 12; as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 

| Tennessee, Bigler, Bright, Collamer, Douglas, Durkee, 
Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, Houston, James, 
Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, 
Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Yulee —27. 

| NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Brodhead, Clay, 
Hunter, Iverson, Mason, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, 

| Toombs, and Wright—12. ‘ 


So the amendments were adopted. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I have one other amend- 
| ment from the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads: 


| ° And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting 
| officers of the Post Office Department be, and they are 


| hereby, authorized and required to execute the joint reso- 


lution for the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth, now deceased, 

approved the 6th day of August, 1846, and that the amount 
| found due shall be paid to his legal representatives, out of 
| any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. Is that to carry out an exist- 
| ing law? 
Mr. COLLAMER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUNTER. Very well; let us vote on it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART. I wish to offer an amendment 
from the Committee on Finance, which ought to 
| have been offered some time ago: 


| And be it further enacted, That the proviso at the end of 

| the third section of the act of March 3, 1851, entitled “ An 

act making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 

| Department during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1852, 
and for other purposes,’ is hereby repealed. 

The third section of that act authorized the 
| Postmaster General to compromise claims with 
| debtors of the Department for fines and forfeit- 
ures; but it was limited by the proviso to cases 
that had already occurred. This proposition is 
to repeal the proviso, so as to continue the power. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. I offer the following amend- 
| ment: 





fora moment. There was a separate bill reported 
for the relief of Mr. Hall, and also a bill for the 
relief of Mr. Giddings. Those two bills not hav- 
ing passed Congress, and their provisions being 
necessary to the service, the committee propose 
to insert them in this bill. In relation to Mr. 
Hall’s case, there is a letter of the Postmaster 
General among the papers. It will be observed 
that, at the last Congress, provision was made 
for the relief of these two parties, on a statement 
of the case by the Postmaster General. The 
committee again applied to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral this year, and the Secretary has the letter, 
which he will please read. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1856. 

Str: I have received your letter of 16th instant, together 
with the petition of Jacob Halil and accompanying papers, 
for additional pay on mail route No. 8912, from Independ- 
ence to Santa Fé. 

Agreeably to the act of Congress in his favor, Mr. Hall 
received $22,000 for the year ending 16th August last, being 


oe 


| And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed, after the 
usual advertisement, to contract with the best bidder, in 
point of time and amount of compensation, for a semi- 
weekly mail scrvice to some point on the Mississippi river, 
to be designated by the Postmaster General, to be carried 
in four-horse coaches, through the States and Territories 
of the United States, to San Francisco, in the State of Cal- 
ifornia, for the term of four years from and after the time 
of the commencement of the service, which shall not be 
more than one year afler the proposals are made and ac- 
cepted: Provided, Parties will propose and contract to 
transport such mail between the points named within nine- 
teen days during the first year of service, within seventeen 
days during the second year of service, and within fifteen 
days thereafter, and for the sum of not more than five bun 

dred thousand dollars per annum; and, in the event of a 
failure to make any one trip within the time named as afore- 
said, an amount shall be deducted from the gross sum pay- 
able to said contractors equal to the proportion thereof 
payable for one trip. 

Sec. 2. And be it her enacted, That the said con- 
tractors shall be entitled to have and to hold, in their own 
right, for which patents shall be issued to them, any unim- 
proved and unappropriated lands of the United States, not 
exceeding one hundred and sixty acres in each, along the 
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enid line through 
by them for stations or other — necessary for the 
maintenance and use of the said road as a post road: Pro- 
vided, Such stations shall not be nearer than ten miles to 
each other. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no letter or pack- 
age shall be carried in this mail exceeding eight ounces in 
weight; and the weight of the mail and coutents carried 
shall not exceed four hundred pounds, unless direeted-by the 
Postmaster General ; and in case of such increased weight, 


the Postmaster General may make a reasonable imerease of 


compensation. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in making up said 
mail, letters shall be entitled to the preference, and other || 


matter to make up the four hundred pounds shall be in 
cluded under such rules as may be prescribed by the Post- 
master General. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


against the rule? 


Mr. WELLER. 


has been read, as a separate bill. : 
in the session referred to that committee, who 
reported it back. 


bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. Can the committee delegate 
the authority te a person not a member of the 
committee? L submit the question to the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will submit the question to the Zenate, whether 
they will receive the amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the question. * 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to inquire whether 


there is any report from the Post Office Depart- || 
ment stating the practicability of this service, | 


and the probable cost. 

Mr. WELLER. There is no report from the 
Postmaster General that I know of on the sub- 
ject, but there has been avery voluminous report 
made by the surveying parties who have passed 
over the contineat, and the Senator can form his 
own opinion as to the practicability of it. Unless 


i have obtained the consent of 
the committee to offer it as an amendment to this || 


the said ‘Territories, which may be required 


I ask whether that comes 
from any committee, because, unless it does, it is | 


It was reported by the Com- || 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, as it 
I had it early || 


What are we told by the honorable Senator from 
California? There is no recommendation from 
the executive department at all for this service. 
We have no knowledge whether the service can 
| be executed at the price named in the amendment, 


|| or for a less price. We do not know, unless we 


| look through documents, which I confess I have 

not looked through, how many tons the Pacific 
mail consists of. We are caen to appropriate 
$500,000 a year to carry a mail of four hundred 
pounds, in order to pass through our own coun- 
| ty. That is the only reason assigned, unless 
the reason stated by the honorable Senator, that 
a proposition has been made to pay the surgeon’s 
| bills of American citizens who were injured or 

mutilated in a late riot in the State of New Gran- 
| ada, in Central America, be a reason. 
an argument, [ ask how soon may we have, not 
to pay surgeons’ bills, but to send an armed 
force, at a cost of hundreds of thousands of dol- 
| jars, to protect this mail to California across the 
continent? An appropriation has just been made 
to pay for guards to carry the mail to Santa Fé. 
What information haye we on earth of the prac- 





|| ticability of carrying this mail at all, or of carry- 


| ing it at the price stipulated, or that it may not 


| be carried at one half or third of that price; ex- || 


cept, as the Senator from California informs us, 
| that the explorers sent out by the War Depart- 
| ment, under the order of Congress, to see if a 

railroad can be made, have given us the opinion 
| that it can be done? 
| Mr. President, we have had occasion to say— 
| I and others have had occasion to say—that this 
Government is degenerating into a Government 
of mere jobs, paying out the public treasury to 
| contractors without any of the responsibilities of 


|| the Executive, or without any knowledge of the 


| value of the service or the real cost of the service. 
I can appreciate the appeal of the honorable Sen- 


|| ator from California, who represents a country as 


there is a bid offered to the Postmaster General | 
within the limits here prescribed, as a matter of | 


course a contract willnot be entered into. 
no doubt, myself, that the Postmaster General 
will be able to make a contract for the transpor- 
tation of the mail under the terms of this provis- 
ion. 
mail over the Isthmus of Panama, $700,000 a 

ear. My desire is to have the mails of the 
Pnited States transported through our own ter- 
ritory. The Senator from Virginia, but.a day or 
two ago, introduced an amendment to another 
bill, making an appropriation of $1,000 to pay 
the surgeons who attended the Americans who 
were wounded at Panama while coming through 
New Granada to this country. TI desire to have 
the mail of the United States transported through 
our own territory. I wish to rely no longer on 
foreign Governments for their permission to pass 
our mail from one State to another. 

Mr. MASON. I ask the Senator if it be in 


Ihave | 


We now pay for the transportation of the | 


contemplation that the letters and documents and | 


| distant as his. I am aware of the urgency of his 
peoples which we see manifested in the papers 

of his country, to establish a direct communi- 
cation across the interminable deserts between 
the Pacific and Atlantic slope. But I submit to 
the honorable Senator whether it is not due to the 
| condition, the organization, and the safety of the 
Republic, that we should have some regard to the 
distribution of power prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion? It is not enough that a contractor comes 
here and says, ‘* It ought to be done, and I will 
do it at a certain price;”’ and it is not enough to 
say that explorers sent across the continent on 
no duty but to see if a railway can be made 


route, and that it can be done for a certain su 

We must have a communication from the re- 

sponsible officers of the Government, informin 

us that it is necessary for the public welfare, an 

| telling us the probable terms on which it can be 
done. 


' 
The amendment fixes a maximum price of 


$500,000. Now I would ask honorable Senators 
every where, what information have they whether 


If that be | 


t 
Pacific, inform us that they can get a pra ll | 


has. The same obligation that is resti 

him to maintain the titution rests 

Will he undertake to tell me that a simple prop, 

osition to ang the mail of the United States, - 
| the frontier of the Atlantic States to the Pacite 
ocean is a violation of the Constitution, or a vi : 
lation of the resolutions of 1798? Whenever | 
| bring forward a proposition here, whic 


} ’ i . 
judgment, is designed to secure the serena 


of our institutions, by uniting more close| y 
remote West with the East, that Genater ~ 


poses the constitutional objection, ** You are frit. 
tering away the poe of this Government; you 
are destroying t 


perchance it 


liberties of the people.’’” Ig 
appens that we get a mail trans. 
ported overland to California, that is a violation 
of the Constitution; if you have it carried jy 
| stage coaches, the liberties of the people are gone 
forever! This is the logic of the learned gentle. 
| man from Virginia. 
You passed through this body, four weeks ago 
'| two bills providing for the construction of two 
| military roads from the frontiers of the States 
west of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. You 
| passed a bill for a military road from the westery 
| boundary of Missouri, by Salt Lake City, to Cur. 
son Valley or the eastern boundary of California, 
| You passed another bill for a road from E| Paso 
| to Fort Yuma, in the State of California. These 
|| bills were passed because the Senate was satisfied 
| of the practicability of the construction of those 
/roads. If we had not the evidence in our pos. 
| session to show that it was entirely practicable 
| to construct those wagon roads, those bills could 
/never have been passed by the Senate. Now, 
| when I come forward and propose to authorize 
| the Postmaster General to contract for the trans- 
|| portion of a mail over these very roads—either 
|| one of them—the Senator finds that the liberties 
| of the country are in danger. 
| Whilst Lacknowledge the equality of every man 
on this floor with myself, I recognize m superior, 
| Lrecognize no man as having to dictate to me what 
|| the Constitution of the United States allows me 
todo. I can say that, in all kindness to the Sen- 
| ator from Virginia; but, as I said before, | have 
| never brought forward, and I never expect to 
| bring forward, any measure connected with that 
| country from whence I come, that will receive the 
| sanction of the Senator from Virginia. This is 
| @ proposition to carry the mail overland through 
| our own territory. Is there anything in that 
|| which violates the Federal Constitution? If the 
| Senator will show me that there is, I will abandon 
| the proposition. I had a bill here for the con- 
| struction of a railroad through the territories of 
the United States to the Pacific ocean, which, in 
| my jd ment, was sanctioned by the Constitution 
of the United States. The Senator from Vir- 
Finia, ef course, was opposed to that. If he be- 
\ 





| 
i} 








| lieved the work was impracticable, I do not pre- 
| tend to condemn him for opposing it; but I claim 
| that, when I bring forward a proposition which 
1 is purely one of expediency, a Senator shall not 
/attempt to charge upon me a violation of the 
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printed matter passing between the Atlantic States | 
and the Pacific are to be carried by this mail? 
Mr. BAYARD. Lt is limited to four hundred 
pounds. 
Mr. MASON. Why is it limited to four hun- 
dred pounds? 


that serwice may not be performed for ¢20,000, or 

$50,000, or $100,000, or one twentieth, or one 
| tenth, of what is proposed by the amendment. I 
|| dare say there are men who are prepared to doit 
|| for $500,000; and it may be probable that in their 


Ge 


| Constitution. You have refused to give me the 
| railroad. You have laid that on the table. You 
| have given me a wagon road, and I say to Sen- 
| ators that creates a sort of moral obligation to 
| give me the coaches or wagons to carry the mail 


Te 
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ones 


four hun 


Mr. WELLER. It is limited to four hundred 
pounds. The contract with Aspinwall & Com- 
pany does not expire for four years. That con- 
tract was made originally for ten years, and has 
over three years torun. Asa matter of course 
they will have to carry the mail until the expira- 
tiou of their contract. I simply desire to supply 
an overland mail, through our own territories, for 
the transportation of letters. 

Mr. MASON. I have tried, together with 
some other Senators here, to see if it be prac- 
ticable to cause this Government to be adminis- 
tered as the Constitution projected, and let the 
responsibility rest where the Constitution places 
it; to let the Executive discharge its duties, and 
to let the legislative department di its 
duties; but we find—at least I find—that there is 
the same tendency belonging to this Government 
which has been evinced in all es govern- 
ments, within my know of history, to 
engross the whole administration of the Govern- 
ment, and to do it as loosely as it must be done, 
and as it is done, by a legislative department. 


} 


| 


| 


attempt to cor 


red pounds of mail 
| matter, they will find themselves depredated on 
| by the Indians, and we shall then be called upon 
| for double or quadruple the pay for armed forces 
to attend them, as was aske 
carrying the mail to New Mexico. If the Gov- 
ernment is to be preserved, I submit to Senators 
we ought to have some regard for its organization 
under the Constitution, and the responsibility 
which that organization prescribes. This is in 
utter disregard of them. 
Mr. WELLER. I have no doubt the country 
is under deep obligations to the Senator from Vir- 
inia for his efforts to preserve the Constitution. 
t has been my fortune never to be able to intro- 
duce any bill mto the Senate that did not conflict 
with that Senator’s opinions of constitutional 
power. Now, sir, instead of indulging, as he has 
done, in mere declamation, it would have been 
more.useful to the Senate if he had undertaken 
to show how this amendment contravenes either 
the letter or the spirit of the Constitution. Not- 
withstanding the air of that Senator, | claim to 
have as high regard for the Constitution as he 


this evening for | 


over that road, I do not intend té say that itis 
a legal obligation; but, as you have given me the 
|| road, I ask you now to authorize the Postmaster 
|| General to carry the mail through your own ter- 
ritories, not through a foreign country; for I con- 
| template that, at the termination of the present 
| contract for the transportation of the mail by the 
ocean, henceforth it shall be carried by land. 





In regard to the amount of mail matter, | will 
say this: There are only about one thousand seven 
hundred pounds of letter matter sent to California 
by the steamers twice amonth. Any Senator can 
make the calculation for himself, if you have ® 
semi-weekly mail, how much letter matter will 
be carried to California. But I do not intend to 
go into this debate further, unless I shall be driven 
into it. —- 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, if the honor- 
able Senator from California thinks I would un- 
dertake to dictate to him, or to any other Senator 
on this floor, ona of constitutional duty, 
or anything else which we have under delibera- 
tion, he does me very great injustice. ther 
he does himself justice in entertaining the sug- 
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gestions the Senator can determine for himself. I || make any provision for the transportation of our | another mail over the continent at $500,000 a year, 


ake no dictation. I speak of the Constitution, 

i have been accustomed to interpret it in its 

 vanization of the Government, and its distribu- | 
4 z of the powers of Government. If I differ {| 
with that honorable Senator, it is my misfortune. || 
| dictate to nobody; but speak here of the organ- | 
izauon of the Government, and the distribution || 
of its powers, as I understand it, and I under- || 





| mail matter, in the Territories of the United 


States, unless it be recommended bY the executive 
department of the Government. 1 thought that 
power belonged to Congress. 


Mr. MASON. You did not hear that from 


me. 
Mr. WELLER. Well, sir, if there be any- 


thing in the statement which the Senator made, 


ane Constitution as prescribing my duty. I |) as to the unconstitutionality of this proposition, 
Jo not dictate to any one. | | ! 

Now, what does he propose? He proposes to || because it trenched upon the right of the Execu- 
take from the Executive, whose duty it is to give || tive; that I came here without any recommenda- 
information to Congress of the state of the coun- || tion for the establishment of this mail route; ergo, 


|| it amounted to this: that it was unconstitutional | 


wry, and of the wants of the country in the admin- 
istrative department, any discretion about carry- || 
ing the mail between distant parts of the Confed- 1] 
eracy—any discretion as to the maximum that is || 
to be paid for it; and that we, coming here from | 
every part of the country, and necessarily ignorant | 
of the whole subject, shall undertake to decide | 
whether it is right,and what shall be paid for it. 
| do not say tha@the liberties of the counwy are || 
in danger; the Senator heard nothing of that kind | 
from me; but | say you are confounding all the || 
powers of the Government, trenching on a Coor- || 
dinate branch, and concentrating everything here 
where necessarily we must be most ignorant. | 
That must be the operation of the scheme of laws |, 
projected by the Senator from California. 4 
Sir, whether the liberties of this country are in || 
danger or not, gentlemen will decide for them- || 
selves; but if I have read history to any purpose, | 
or know what humanity is, when intrusted with | 
power, our liberties will not be worth preserving | 
when you disregard the fundamental law. ‘That || 
fundamental law has been made to organize the | 
departments of the Government, and to distribute || 
pewer under responsibility and checks, and to 
chain down the popular will; to fetter it; to limit 
it by a fundamental law; and the liberties of the 
country will not be worth the parchment upon 
which the Constitution is written, when that is || 
disregarded. {| 
It has pleased the honorable Senator to speak || 
deridingly of the Virginia resolutions of 1798, in || 
which he is not singular—resolutions which 
reclaimed the Government, brought it back, in the || 
language of Mr. Jefferson, to the original serree 
of the Constitution, under which we had vainly 
hoped we were steering since — resolutions that 
will be remembered, and will be taken as the polar 
star of the administration of constitutional gov- 
ernment long after that honorable Senator and 
myself shall be consigned to oblivion. I speak 
to the honorable Senator in the kindness in which | 
he speaks to me, and which he knows | entertain 
for him. I speak of this Governmentas I under- || 
stand it, according to the school in which | have 
been educated. 
Now | come 
maximum price prescribed here is $500,000. > 
How do we know that the service cannot be done 
for fifty or one hundred thousand dollars? Com- | 
petition has generally a material regard to the 
maximum allowed for service; and we know that, 
in the myriads of contractors who are surround- |) 
ing this Government everywhere, like the vul- || 
tures that surround a carcass, there will be very || 
few prepared with ability or power to make a || 
contract of this character, but they will combine, 
and the maximum will be their guide. If we are 
to have a mail carried in this way, let the prop- 
osition come from the responsible Department ef 
the Government, from the Postmaster General, || 
recommending itas due to the public service, || 
giving us his reasons for it, informing us how it || 
can be done, and at what expense. 
Mr. HUNTER. This, I understand, is a mere || 
uestion of order, whether the Senate will receive || 
the amendment. [ hope we shall decide that first. || 
Mr. WELLER. I have only a word to say in | 
reply to the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason. ] || 
If | understand his argument, it amounts to this: || 
that, if I had the recommendation of the Post- | 
i 
i 





back to the amendment. The || 


master General, or of the executive department 
of the Government, this proposition of mine 
would be in conformity with the Constitution of 
the United States and the resolutions of 1798. || 
Now, I have learned something in the course of 
discussion; and, as | ama young man, lmay 
learn a great deal more from the Senator from || 
Virginia. I have learned from him, that Con- 
étess has no power to establish post-routes, or to | 


| ingly adverted. 


| ask him a question. 
| tablish post routes; but did he ever hear that, in 
| establishing a post route, Congress said, at the 


| shoul 


| TER] to get a vote. 


'if Thad the recommendation of the Executive, 


it would be constitutional and in conformity with 
those resolutions to which, as he alleges, I derid- 
Mr. President, I knew that the 
Senator from Virginia regarded the resolutions 
of 1798 as part of the Constitution; and therefore 
I spoke of them in that manner. If he can show 


| me that this amendment contravenes any of the 
| principles of the resolutions of 1798, I will agree 


to say it ought not to 
be in violation of the 
the whole case ? 

This is simply a question of expediency. If 
the Senator beliceen it impracticable, and that you 
cannot transport your mails overland to Califor- 


ass, although it may not 
onstitution. Is not that 


| nia, he is right, of course, in voting against it; | 


but surely he has no right to claim that it is un- 
unconstitutional in itself, because I have not the 
recommendation of the Postmaster General. 
Here is my friend from Florida, [Mr. Yuuee,] 
who has been introducing propositions to-day for 
the establishment of post routes in different parts 
of the country, and he never thought of asking 
the Executive whether 


Mr. MASON. 





The Senator will allow me to 
We have the power to es- 


same time, a contract should be made for carry- 
ing the mail at a maximum amount for the ser- 
vice? If he will be content with putting it as a 
post route establishment between the Atlantic 


| States and California, I will vote for it, provided 


he give good reasons why it should be done. 


| Then the Postmaster General will report at the 
| next session of Congress, that he can or cannot 
make contracts for a reasonable and fair sum to 


carry the mails. 
Mr. WELLER. There are other Senators on 


| this floor who are in communication with their 


stituents three times a day at the expense of 
Government of the United States. 
allowed to hold communication with my coristit- 
uents but twice amonth. There is no portion 


| of the Union placed in the same situation we are 
| in on the Pacific coast. 


While you impose a 


| higher rate of postage on us than on any other | 


people residing within the limits of the country, 
oe allow us to hold communication with you 
puttwice a month. My desire has been to avoid 
this by the establishment of another mail which 


the Senate are satisfied that this measure is right 
in its principle, they will vote for it. 

I will not trespass on the Senate. I know the 
anxiety of my friend from Virginia [Mr. Hun- 
He is the most impatient 
man I ever knew in my life, and, at the same 
time, the most laborious; and I believe it would 
be utterly impossible to transact the public busi- 
ness if he were not here. [Laughter.] I say 


| so earnestly. 


Mr. 1VERSON. I do not rise to take part in 


| this constitutional debate between my friends 


from Virginia and California; but I wish to eall 
the attention of the Senate and the people to the 
very extraordinary character of the proposition 
submitted by the Senator from California. 


—not to authorize him, but todirect him to enter 
into a contract to carry the mail. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to strike 
out the word ‘ direct,’’ and insert ‘‘ authorize,” 
if that will obviate the Senator’s objection. 

Mr. IVERSON. That will not obviate the 
objection with me. I wish to show the extraor- 


dinary characterof this proposition ina few words. | 


We now havea contract to carry the mails to 
California over the Panama route, twice a month, 
at $700,000 a year. This proposition is to carry 


I am || 


pass through our own territory; and, if 


The | 
proposition ts to instruet the Postmaster General | 


| so that the expense of carrying the mails from the 
| Atlantic States to the Pacific will be $1,200,000 a 


i eee to at least one eighth of the cost of 


the whole mail service of the United States. The 

| whole mail service of the United States does not 
cost more than from eight to ten million dollars. 
Here isa propessene to pay $1,200,000 to carry 

| the mails to California. I think our friends in 
California will be like the constituents of Mr. 
Sheridan, who had raised their price for votes. 
When addressing them from the husting, he said 
to them: ** My dear friends, always dear, but now 
dearer than ever.’’ [Laughter.] 

There is another very extraordinary feature of 
this proposition. The mail now carried to Cal- 

| fornia is seventeen thousand pounds, as the hon- 
orable Senator suggested ; and here isa proposition 
to pay $500,000 for carrying four hundred pounds, 
According to the same ratio the Panama company 
ought to have $2,100,000 a year. You see the 
extraordinary absurdity of the measure on its 
face. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is a mere question of 
order, and I hope we shall settle that before we 
discuss the merits of the proposition. 

Mr. WELLER, I desire to say a word in 
answer to my volunteer adversary from Georgia, 
He thinks California is better treated than Geor- 
gia. Letussee. The Senator from Georgia can 
correspond with his constituents daily. His con- 
stituents pay no more than three cents on each 
letter. My constituents are compelled to pay ten 
| cents on the letters which they get, and they re- 
ceive them only twice a month. Is there no in- 
equality in this? Do you desire to have no closer 
connection with this Unies than you now have? 
I do not desire to prolong this discussion. I did 
not see my friend from Virginia [Mr. Hunrer] 

| here, who is usually checking me, but I see him 
now, and I shall stop. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on receiving the amendment of the Senator 
from California. 

| The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
| resulted—yeas 27, nays 14; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bigter, Bright, Brown, 
Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Foot, Foster, Geyer, 
Harlan, Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tenues- 
see, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, Stuart, Toombs, Trumbull, 
| Wade, Weller, and Wilson—27. 
NAYS—Mesasrs. Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, Bigga, 


|| Butler, Clayton, Hunter, Iverson, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 


Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, and Yulee—14. 


| So the amendment was received. On its adop- 
tion, 
| Mr. MASON called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 
| Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to movean amend- 
| ment to the amendment, to strike out the word 
** directed,’’ and insert ** authorized.’’ 
Mr. WELLER. | accept that. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment as modified, resulted—yeas 26, 
nays 19; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bigier, Bright, Brown, 
|| Cass, Clay, Coilamer, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Foot, Fos- 
| ter, Geyer, Harlan, Houston, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Ten 
|| nessee, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, Stuact, Trumbull, Wade, 
| Weller, and Wilson—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, Biggs, 
| Brodhead, Clayton, Fitzpatrick, Hale, Hunter, Iverson, 
|| Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Thom- 
|| gon of New Jersey, Toombs, and Yulee—19. 


| ou 
| So the amendment was agreed to. 
| 


Mr. SLIDELL. I have an amendment to 
| offer: 


| And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
| be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to contract 
| on, or before, the Ist day of July, 1856,and regularly there- 
|| after, to carry the inaiis of the United States between New 
|| Orleans, or some other point.on the Gulf of Mexico, and 

|| San Francisco, twiee a month in each direction, at a siun 
i not exceeding $480,000 a year: Provided, In his opinion, 

| the mails can be thus carried in one third Jess time than 

| that now required by other mail routes. 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 

|| is hereby authorized in his discretion to contract with such 

| rson or persons as will double the above service between 

|| New Orleans and San Francisco, with the same condition 

|| im relation to time, and ata price not exceeding $750,000 
| per annum, and, in such latter case, he may terminate 
|| existing contracts for the same mai) service, according to 


|| the provision of law. 

I do not wish to detain the Senate. The Post 
Office Committee, I believe, are opposed to this 
amendment on the simple ground (and of that I 
|| should like to be informed) that the Postmaster 
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General already has authority, under the law, to | 


enter into such contracts 

Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to raise a question 
of order before the Senator proceeds. 
well do it now. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I presume it is quite as much 


in order as the amendment just adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. That was reported from a 
committee, it was said. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
will occupy no time in the discussion, 
but a single object in view. If I am correctly 
informed, the Post Office Committee think this 


best route by which the mails can be con- | 
ed; but they think legislation on the subject | 
Postmaster General | 


unnecessary, because the 
already possesses the authority to make a con- 
tract of this sort. If such be the case, I am not 
disposed to occupy the time of the Senate in un- 
necessary debate. I should like to be informed 
qn ihe subject. 

Mr. YULEE. That is the opinion of the com- 
mittee, but it is not the ground on which the 
committee declined action on the subject. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I should be very happy to 
have the assistance of my friend from California 


on this question, as he urged, with so much earn- | 
estness, the other amendment. I hope he has no 
constitutional objections tothis. Having received | 


that assurance from the acting chairman of the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, I | 


have nothing more to say. 
Mr. WELLER. 


jection to this amendment. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- | 


ator from Louisiana withdraw the amendment? 
Mr. SLIDELL. No, sir. 
Mr. HUNTER. I raise a question of order. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will submit the question to the Senate. 


The Senate refused to receive the amendment. | 


I may as | 


I think not; at any rate this | 
I have | 


[ have no constitutional ob- | 
i 
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The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 
and the question was stated to be on concurring | 
in the amendments made as in Committee of the | 


Whole. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
arate vote on the amendment in relation to the 
claim of Carmick & Ramsey, and the yeas and 
nays upon it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is, will the Senate concur in the amendments 
made as in Committee of the Whole, with the 
exception of the one named by the Senator from 
Louisiana? 

The amendments were concurred in, with this 
exception, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on concurring in the amendment providing 
for the examination and settlement of the claim 
of Ramsey & Carmick, for the abrogation of their 
contract for carrying the mail from Vera Cruz to 
Acapulco and San Francisco. 

Mr. BAYARD called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have nothing to add to 
what I stated this morning; but the honorable 
Senator from New York fMr. Sewarp] read a 
note to-day, in which it was stated, that if my 
colleague |Mr. Bensamin] were here, he would 
advocate the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads in the 
form in which it was presented to the Senate. I 
wish to state that my colleague has paid more 
attention to this subject than I have, and he thinks 
the contractors in this case have not been fairly 
treated by the Post Office Department. That is 
a question which I am not disposed to discuss. 
Iam not here at all to vindicate the conduct of 
the Postmaster General. On that, and on man 
other questions, I have differed from him; but 
am authorized by my colleague to state that, 
while he had a general impression of the justice 
of the claim of these contractors, he was not pre- 
pared to vote for the amendment in the form 
adopted by the Senate. I have nothing more to 


say. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
Louisiana has stated the matter more strongly 
than the statement which I made at the time was. 
I am exceedingly guarded on the subject. I read 
to the Senate a letter from Mr. Carmick, in which 
he stated that the honorable Senator from Louis- 
iana [Mr. Bexsammy) was sick, and I gave that 
as my apology for speaking on the matter at all. 


I should like to have a sep- | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr.SLIDELL. I hope the Senator from New 
York does not suppose that I wish to impute to 
him any misstatement. 

Mr. SEWARD. No, sir. 

Mr.SLIDELL. That was the inference to be 
drawn from the note read: I only wished to cor- 
rect that. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell 
of Tennessee, Bright, Brown, Clayton, Collamer, Critten- 
den, Dodge, Durkee, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, 
Harlan, Houston, James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Sebastian, Seward, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and 
Wilson—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Brodhead, 
Butler, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, lverson, Mason, Pearce, 
Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Slidéll, Thomson of New Jersey, Weller, 
Wright, and Yulee—20. 

So the amendment was concurred in. The 
amendments were.ordered to be engrossed, and 
the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The acting chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads offered an amendment in regard to 
mail service on the Mississippi, which I hope 
will be disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Florida 
{Mr. Yutee] proposes to offer an amendment 
that was voted down to-day on the call of the 
yeas and nays. If heoffers it I wish to be heard 


We cannot wait. 


| upon it. 


Mr. YULEE. I offer it at the request of gen- 


| tlemen interested in the matter in that section of 


the country. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object, as the bill has been 
ordered to its third reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wetter.) 
The Chair will entertain the amendment of the 
Senator from Florida. 

Mr. YULEE. Irenew the amendment which 
was rejected this morning in regard to the mail 
service on the route between Cairo and New 
Orleans. The pro »osals submitted for this con- 
tract were J. W. Maltsby & Company, $912,000 
for daily service; John J. Poeand others, $600,000 
for daily service; and the present contractors 
$329,000 for daily service. i Congress had by 
express legislation declare their will that this ser- 
vice was desirable and should be put into oper- 
ation, certainly the price of $329,000, which is 
nearly six hundred thousand dollars less than one 
bid, is a very low one. I am informed by gen- 
tlemen in that section of the country that the 

rice is extraordinarily low. Inasmuch as it 
insure the continuance of the service for tWo 
years longer at the same price, and gentlemen 
think it will give not only permanency but use- 
fulness and regularity to this route, I renew the 
following amendment rejected by the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole: 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, directed to extend the contract for 
mail service on route numbered 7809, between New Orleans 
and Cairo, with the present owners of the contract, for 
a period of two years beyond the existing term, at the 
same rate of compensation now paid: Provided, The said 
parties shall, within a reasonable time from this date, to be 
determined by the Postmaster General, become the owners, 
or possessors by charters which surrender the exclusive 
control and use thereof, of a sufficient number of steamers 
for the regular and secure performance of the work. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I know the unwillingness of 
the Senate, and its impatience to hear discussion. 
It is with great reluctance that I claim the atten- 
tion of the Senate. I discussed this amendment 
somewhat at length to day, and I suppose made 
myself understood from the vote which was taken 
on it. It was voted down, I believe, by more 
than two to one. If it is the pleasure of the 
Senate, however, to entertain the proposition, I 
shall go on to state my objections to the amend- 
ment. If { can have any assurance that it will 
be voted down, I shall not claim the attention of 
the Senate. [‘*No! No!’’] 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is nv reason to continue 
the discussion. I know the Senate is against 
these special contracts. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the Sen- 
ator will continue. Let us hear what he has 
to say. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was read the third time and passed. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 








August 16, 
bY Mr. Cotto, their Clerk, announced that th, 

ouse concurred in the Ist, 4th, 7th, 8th o e 
10th, 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, isth,"a94)? 
Qist, 22d, and 23d amendments of the Senate s 
the bill (H. R. No. 201) making appropriation 
for certain civil expenses of the Government for , 
the year ending 30th June, 1857; non-concurred 
in the 2d, 3d, 5th, 6th, 13th, 19th, 24th, 5th, oy, 
27th, Wth, Wth, 30th, 31st, 32d, 33d, 34th, 35:)' 
36th, 37th, 39th, 40th, 41st, 42d, 43d, 44th, 45¢),' 
46th, 47th, 48th, 49th, 50th, Sist, 52d, 53d, 54th, 
55th, 56th, 57th, 58th, 59th, 60th, 6lst, 62d, G34" 
64th, 65th, 66th, 67th, 68th, 69th, 70th, 71st, 794° 
73d, 74th, 75th, 76th, and 77th amendments of the 
Senate; asked for a conference on the disagreejno 
votes of the two Houses, and had appointed 
Messrs. H. Winter Davis, Exuimv B. Wase. 
BURNE, and Humpurey MarsHatu, managers a 
the conference on their part. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate jp. 
sisted on the amendments disagreed to by the 
House, and agreed to the confegence asked for » 
the House. Messrs. Hunre®, Wetter, an 
Jones of Tennessee, were appointed the commit. 
tee on the part of the Senate. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message also announced that the House 
had receded from their disagreement to the |st, 
Qd, 3d, 4th, 6th, 11th, and 34th amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 202) making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1857; insisted on their amend. 
ments to the Senate amendments, to which the 
Senate had disagreed; insisted upon their disa. 
greement to the remaining amendments of the 
Senate; agreed to the further conference asked for 
by the Senate, and appointed Mr. Howe. Coss, 
Mr. Garusna A. Grow, and Mr. Orsamus B, 
Matreson, managers at the conference on their 
part. , 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC SYSTEMS, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are 
several bills on the table which should be taken 


up. 

-~ MASON. I hope that will be done. 

Mr. HUNTER. There are two appropria- 
tion bills yet remaining. The fortification bill 
has not been disposed of. The supplementary 
Army appropriation bill was under consideration 
when this bill was taken up as the special order 
at half past eleven o’clock. I ask that that be 
taken up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That bill has 
preference, unless the Senate otherwise direct. 

Mr. MASON. [shall be obliged to ask a vote 
of the Senate on the question. I think the bills 
from the House on the table should be submitted 
to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no objection, the bills from the House will be 
taken up and read twice, with a view to refer- 
ence. The Chair hears no objection. 

The bill (H. R. No. 549) to regulate the diplo- 
matic and consular systems of the United States 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. MASON . The Senate, at an early day of 
the session, passed a bill to make certain amend- 
ments ih the law of the last session relating to 
the diplomatic service. That bill went to the 
House, and was not acted on there further than 
to ingraft it chiefly in its measures on the present 
bill, which is now sent to us, containing also 
some provisions relating to the consular system. 
I am ready to say that it has been examined at 
the Department of State, and contains so many 
improvements on the law of the last session, thet 
it is believed by the Department that it will 
useful, I have the authority of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations to ask that the vote may 
be taken on it immediately. 

There being no objection, the bill was read & 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It was reported to the Senate, or 
dered to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, p to cons 


the bill (H. R. No. 180 ropriations 
for fortifications and reat of vefense ,and 
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S:- — a State pe ] 
, irs of barracks and quarters, for the 
fo rePathe 30th of June, 1857, which had been | 


seported from the Committee on Finance with 
amendments, proposing to Insert an appropriation 


of $13,000 for Fort Schuyler, New York harbor; 
410,000 for Fort Wood, Bedlow’s Island, New 
York harbor; $42,200 for the purchase of land 
for defensive purposes at Staten Island, New 
York; and to increase the appropriation for con- 
tingent expenses of fortifications, and preserva- 
tion of sites, from $30,300 to $200,000. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Committee on Finance 
have had the subject under consideration, and 
pave come to the conclusion that it would be | 
better for the Senate not to press these amend- 
ments, but to take the bill as it came from the | 
House. There are but four amendments not of 
indispensable importance, and, under the circum- 
stances, we are disposed not to press them, but 
to take the bill as it comes from the House. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are no | 
amendments pending, the amendments of the | 
committee being withdrawn. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to know whether it || 
js in order for me to move anamendment? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is in order. | 

Mr. PEARCE. Allow me to say to the Sena- 
tor that there are very important appropriations 
for fortifications near his own city, which we 
think would be endangered by any amendment. 
For that reason we withdraw the amendments. 
It is desirable to pass the bill promptly, if it be 
passed at all. I hope, therefore, the question 
will be put on the bill at once. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House insisted on theirdisagreementto the amend- | 
ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 153) 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1857, asked 
for a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses, and had appointed Mr. CAMPBELL, 
of Ohio, Mr. Quitman, and Mr. Pennineron, 
managers at the conference on their part. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate 
agreed to the conference asked for by the House, 
and Messrs. Bropueap, CLayton, and Dove.as, 
were appointed conferees on the part of the Sen- 
ate. 


DES MOINES RAPIDS VETO. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I desire to call upa 
motion made by the Senator from Mississippi 
[Mr. Brown] to reconsider the vote on the pas- 
sage of the bill for the improvement of the Des | 
Moines rapids, in the Mississippi river, notwith- 
standing the President’s objections. I shall take | 
itas a great favor if the Senate will dispose of | 











that matter now. I ask for nothing but a vote. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate | 
refused to pass, by a vote of two thirds, the act | 
for continuing the improvement of the Des Moines 
rapids, in the Mississippiriver. A Senator voting | 
in the negative has moved to reconsider that vote. | 
Mr. YULEE. Without intending to detain 
the Senate with any discussion of the matter, I 
merely suggest, for the consideration of the Chair, 
whether it is in order to reconsider the vote on 
this bill. I think the function of the Senate has 
been discharged under the Constitution by the 
vote which has been already taken. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate | 
ready for the question on the motion to recon- | 
sider? The Chair entertains no doubt on the | 
point. 
The motion was agreed to. ; | 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The question | 
now is, whether the bill shall pass, the Presi- 
dent’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding? | 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg leave to say that I 


have pares off with the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. seer on this question, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Cass, Clay- 
ton, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Fish, 
Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, James, Jones of Iowa, 
Jones of Tennessee, Pearce Pugh, Sebastian, Sew- 
Wh Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, 

ler, Wilson, and Wright—30. 


| 
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NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Brown, Butler, Clay, 


Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, iverson, Mallory, Mason, 
Reid, Toombs, and Yulee—14. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Two thirds 
of the Senate having voted forthe bill, it is passed, 
the President’s objections to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 


PATAPSCO RIVER BILL VETO. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, returning, in compliance with 
the request of the Senate, the bill entitled **An act 


for the improvement of the navigation of the | 
Patapsco river, and to render the port of Balti- | 


more accessible to the war steamers of the United 
States.’’ 
Mr. PRATT. 
Mr. MASON. 


I ask for a vote on that bill. 
The Senator from Florida just 


now raised an objection, that it was not compe- | 


tent for the Senate to reconsider the vote which 


had been taken on the Des Moines rapids bill. | 


The President of the Senate decided that it was 
competent for this body to proceed t@reconsider 
the vote. 


tion, after providing for the presentation of every 


| bill which Congress passes to the President, says | 


this: 
‘If he approve he shall sign it ; but if not, he shall return 


| it, with his objections, to that House in which it shall have 


originated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it.” 


The Constitution says, thatif Congress, having || 


considered it, pass a law, and the President re- 


fuses to approve it, the two Houses shall sens- | 
rately proceed to reconsider what they have done. | 


We have reconsidgred this bill, as we did the bill 


for the Des Moines rapids, and the judgment of || 
It is proposed now to | 


the Senate has been had. 
reconsider that reconsideration. Thatis the light 
in which it strikes me. On the motion to recon- 
sider I ask for the yeas and nays, that it mayebe 
seen how we stand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
point made by the Senator from Virginia? 

Mr. MASON. I understand the present mo- 
tion is to reconsider the vote by which the Sen- 
ate refused to pass, over the veto of the President, 
the Patapsco river bill. 
nays on the motion to reconsider. 

he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The message 
from the President, accompanying the bill, will 


read. 
e Secretary read it, as follows: 
e Senate of the United States : 


I return herewith the bill entitled “ An act for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Patapsco river, and to 


render the port of Baltimore accessible to the war steamers | 
|| of the United States,” and submit it for reconsideration, | 
because itis, in my judgment, liable to the objections to | 
the prosecufion of internal improvements by the General | 


Government, set forth at length in the communication ad- 
dressed by me to the two Houses of Congress on the 30th 


| day of December, 1854, and in other subsequent messages 


on the same subject; to whicli on this occasion I respect- 
fully refer. FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

August 14, 1856. 

Mr. MASON. I present the question for the 
consideration of the Chair, whether it is compe- 
tent to make the motion to reconsider, and I ask 
for the judgment of the Chair upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
been no action on the bill now returned by the 
President, as the Chair understands. 

Mr. MASON. Certainly we have reconsid- 
ered, and two thirds did not vote forit. It has 
been reconsidered. The proposition now is to 
reconsider the reconsidering vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I was not in 
the Chair at the time it was acted on, and was 
not aware of the fact. 
ginia raised a point of order, whether it is in the 
power of the Senate to reconsider a vote refusing 
to passa bill over the objections of the President. 
The Chair has no doubt of it. The rule provides 
that every subject which has been decided, may 
be reconsidered, and this comes within the rule 
as much as any other case. 

Mr. BAYA 
the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Senate ?”’ 

r. BAYARD. I shall not trouble the Senate, 
at this late hour, with stating my views; but I 


I have had no time to examine into the | 
|| subject; but, on looking to the Constitution, I | 
think it will be seen that, if we do so, we shall | 


| have a second reconsideration. ‘The Constitu- | 


What is the || 


I ask for the yeas and | 


There has | 


The Senator from Vir- 


. lLappeal from the decision of 


2205 


|| owe it te myself, as I should otherwise vote to 
) pass the bill, to say—without entering into any 
critical analysis of the Constitution—that this 
| 
| 





| vote was taken under the mandate of the Consti- 
| tion, and not under the rules of the Senate. 
| Under these circumstances, the vote ugainst the 
bill is a rejection of the bill, which is not capable 
of reconsideration. I cannot, consistently with 
|| these views, vote for it. 
|| Mr. TOOMBS. I think this question may 
| very well be decided either way by the Senate, 
though I am strongly inclined to the opinion of 
my friends from Virginia and Delaware; but the 
objection is useless. Since this rejection, you 
know we have seen lists and heard of agreements 
| illustrating my objection to this whole system, 
|| Gentlemen have not been keeping tally for noth- 
ing since we defeated this bilk They know 
whet they are about. ‘ 
Mr. STUART. I wish to say a few words 
on this question of power- I submit that it is 
merely because the Constitution uses the only 
expressive word in the languague, to direct the 
action of the Senate or the House anew on a bill 
returned by the President, that gentlemen are at 
all misled. There is no other word in the English 
language which would be so expressive of the 
design of the Constitution, as the one which is 
|| employed—* reconsider.’’ That is not a recon- 
| sideration within the meaning of parliamentar 
| rules; but it is a direction that the Senate shall 
| proceed to vote upon the bill again, and without 
|| that it could not be done. Without providing a 
|| means of returning the bill to the Senate, and 
|| defining that the Senate should again vote upon 
it, by parliamentary rules, that could not be done; 
|| because a motion to reconsider must be made by 
|| a member voting in the majority within a speci- 
|| fied time. I say it is only because the Constitu- 
| tion uses the word * reconsider,”’ being the most 
|| expressive word in the English languague by 
|| which to define the duties of Congress, that gen- 
|| tlemen are at all misled. It simply means that 
| the Senate shall proceed to act upon the bill 
again, and vote upon it again. Any other term 
| to express this idea would have been equally ap- 
| plicable; but as contradistinguished from a mo- 
tion to reconsider, made by the Senate, of a vote 
which Jas passed, (which motion it is declared 
by our rules cannot be made more than once,) it 
| is perfectly clear that it is another and distinct 
| proposition. The very fact stated by the Senator 
from Delaware, that it is a constitutional pro- 
| vision, is the fact which takes it out of the par- 
| liamentary rule, that authorizes us to move to 
reconsider any vote which has taken place. 
Mr. MASON. The objection I made, and on 
which lL asked for the judgment of the Chair, was 
with no reference to the rules of the Senate. The 
Senate can prescribe what rules it thinks proper 
for the convenient dispateh of business. My ob- 
jection has no reference whatever to the rules of 
| the Senate. It refers to the constitutional pro- 
| vision. Whatis it? The Constitution provides 
that laws shall be passed upon the votes of the 
two Houses and the approval of the President, 
| It provides further that, if the President with- 
| holds his approval, the bill which has been passed 
|| by the two Houses shall be returned to the Senate 
|| in which it originated; and the Constitution pro- 
|| vides that, when returned, the House in which it 
| originated shall proceed to do—what? The hon- 

orable Senator from Michigan says correctly, 
shall proceed to vote upon it again. True, by the 
term ‘‘ reconsider’’—and | care not by what term 
they are required to vote upon it again. The 
| Constitution prescribes the function; and when it 
|| is discharged, the function of the House is at an 
end. Otherwise we might proceed to vote again, 


4 


it 





| and again, and again, ten times a day, in order to 
overrule the President’s veto by accidental ma- 
jorities of the House, unless there was a rule of 
the Senate to aid and sustain the Constitution. 
That is about the argument. It is not on this 
term ‘‘ reconsider,’’ and far less with reference to 
the rules of the Senate, that I say, as my judg: 
ment, that when the Constitution remits this bill 
to the Senate and requires us to reconsider it, and 





| 
we have reconsidered it, the function of the Sen- 
ate is at end, and we cannot, under any rule of the 
Senate, go over it again. : 
Mr. SEWARD. There was a case in which 
we had this general principle decided with al- 
most entire unanimity. The Constitution of the 
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United States directs that Senators in Congress 
shall be chosen by the Legislatures of the States. 
An honorable Senator from Florida came here, 
and presented credentials showing an election, as 
he claimed. The Legislature, under the law of 
that State, proceeded to elect a Senator in Con- 
gress. If the blank ballots were rejected, he had 
a majority; if the blanks were counted as blanks, 
he was in the minority. The honorable Senator 
claimed a seat upon the ground that the blank 
ballots were improperly and irregularly counted 
as ballots, when they ought to have been counted 
as blanks. The Senate took the case into con- 
sideration, and, I believe, with not a solitary dis- 
senting vote, pronounced their judgment. The 
resolution, if I rightly recollect, expressly record- 
ing the sense of the Senate that it was for the 
Legislature of Florida to determine when they 
had accom»lished the act of electing a Senator by 
their law; and that inasmuch as, after this voting, 
they proceeded to another balloting, in which 
they elected a different person, they declared that 
it was the judgment of the Legislature of Florida 
that the first vote went for nothing. Now, apply 
that to our own case. It is for us to say when 
we have reconsidered and settled our determina- 
tion upon any proposition. We may hold our- 
selves to one, or two, or three considerations or 
reconsiderations; but until it goes beyond our 
possession, and is certified and given to the world, 
published and established as an edict, each of our 
acts is subject to our revision and reconsideration. 

Mr. BAYARD. I recollect very well the vote 
which was taken on the Floridacase. Of course 
the records of the reasons of the Senate do not 
appear on the Journal. In that case, the vote of 
the Senate was unanimous; but, according to my 
recollection, the ground was not that which the 
honorable Senator from New York aszumes at 
all, and, therefore, I think his analogy fails. Ido 
not see any analogy between the cases. My recol- 
lection of the case 1s that, if you counted the blank 
ballots, there was no constitutional Legislature of 
Florida voting for any Senator, and that was the 
ground on which Lam sure several Senators voted 
—of course I cannot answer for the opinion of 


all—I can speak of my own and many others. It || 


was on the ground that, if you counted the blank 
ballots, there did not appear to be a vote ff favor 
of any one, or, if you treated them as nullities, 
there was no constitutional quorum of the Legis- 
lature of Florida voting. f 

as votes for one purpose, you must for another, 
and then there was no majority. 

Mr. HALE. 
of the Senate, but it strikes me that this is a very 
plain question. Our legislative reconsideration is 
entirely different from the constitutional recon- 


I do not want to occupy the time | 


| by two thirds,’’ it would be precisely the same 


a 


| 


| ** reconsider’’ used in the Constitution as a mere 





f you treated them | 


sideration; but I do not wish to go into the de- | 


bate. 
Mr. MASON. 


I will read a succeeding part of | 


this paragraph of the Constitution which, it seems | 


to me, is interpretative of the first part: 


“Tf, after such reconsideration, two thirds of that House 
shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other House, by which it shail likewise be 


reconsidered, and, if approved by two thirds of that House, | 


it shall become a law.”’ 


Now, as I understand it, the mandate of the | 


Constitution is, that we shall reconsider it by a 


vote, taken by yeas and nays, and if two thirds | 
8s it, itis then to be sent to the other House, | 
in which it did not originate, who shall take the | 


same step, and after they eT nea it by two | 


thirds, it shall become a law. e have recon- 
sidered this bill by a vote of yeas and nays. 


Whether it has been sent to the House or not, I | 
do not know, but it ought to have been sent to the | 
The Constitution, 

as I think, means that the function of the House | 


House for their action on it. 


of Representatives, or the Senate, as the case ma 
be, is ended when it has taken the vote vedounid 
ering the bill. 

r. PRATT. It seems to me the plain com- 
mon-sense view of the Constitution is this: when 
the President vetoes a bill, a constitutional im- 
pediment is put in the way of its bein sed 
over that veto except by two thirds ofeach branch 
of the national Legislature. The Constitution 
does not pretend to prescribe the quo modo in 


which the sense of either branch of the isla- 
ture shall be taken. You are to have two thirds 
of each branch in order to the bill over the 


President’s veto; but the quo modo in which you 


| reconsider your reconsidering vote, of course the 
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are to ascertain the sense of each branch is not i 
prescribed by the Constitution, If, therefore, |! 


the Constitution had used the term “unless passed || 


as it now is with the word * reconsidered”’ in- 
stead of the word ** passed.’? Under the Consti- 
tution we are to ascertain whether it is the sense 
of two thirds of this body that this bill shall be- 
come a law notwithstanding the veto of the Pres- | 
ident. 

Mr. PEARCE. The term “ reeonsideration’’ 
as used in the Constitution is not used in the 
technical sense, nor with reference to any parlia- 
mentary rule. lt is nothing more nor less than || 
a direction, that on the return of a bill with the 
President’s veto it shall be taken up de novo. It 
is nota reconsideration inthe parliamentary sense 


_at all, and therefore cannot preclude that recon- | 
| sideration to which, under parliamentary law, | 


every bill is subject. 
Mr. MASON. Asa doubt has been raised, I || 
ask whethegthe bill originated in the Senate or | 
House? 1] 
Mr. PRATT. It is a Senate bill. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is a bill of || 
the Senate. The Chair will remark, in support || 
of his own decision, that he regards the word 


direction to the legislative body to which the bill 
is returned, to vote upon itagain. The Senate 
having voted upon it, either passing or rejecting | 
it, they have a right to reconsider that vote. The | 
question is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the Senate ?”’ 

Mr. MASON. lLask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will not detain the Senate 
long, but [ will state briefly the view I take of || 
this important point. If we look, as I suppose || 
we may sometimes in these days, to the com- 
mentaries on the Constitution, contained in the 
papers composing the Federalist, we fin that | 
the*principal object for which the veto power 
was given to the Executive of the United States 
was for the purpose of self-protection against the | 
legislation of the coérdinate branch of the Gov- 
ernment. The Constitution authorizes the Pres- 
ident to have a qualified veto, a qualified negative 
on all bills, for that object in the main, with other 
objects also. After Congress have passed a bill 
it must go to him for his approval; and if he re- | 
fuses it he is obliged to give you his reasons for 
his refusal, and those reasons must be spread on 
your Journal, and you must take a vote—h 
Not as you can under the rules of the <i 
but the Constitution prescribes that it shall | 
by yeas and nays. Fou cannot take any other | 
vote. It looks to me as if there was a distinct |! 
intent that there should be in a case of this kind, || 
with a view to protection, but a single and a | 
formal vote taken asto whether the bill to which |! 
the President objected should stand or should || 
fall by a majority of two thirds of the Senate. 
There is always of course a majority of the Sen- 
ate in favor of every bill which they pass which 
goes to the Executive—a majority have the con- 
trol of it. Ifthis theory be true, that you can 








j 
President is in the power of the Senate where | 
there is anything like an approach to two thirds; | 
he is in the power of Congress to overrule his | 
veto any time by a mere accidental vote of two 
thirds; for a majority have only to watch their | 
own opportunity, and if, though a bill may have 
been rejected on a vote taken under the Constitu- | 
| 
| 


| 


} 


tion, they can reconsider that vote, ther, when- 
ever they find that two thirds can be obtained 
for ameasure, they will reverse the negative of 
the President. Ithink the primary object of the 
Constitution—self-protection to the Executive— 
in giving him this veto power, would be infringed 
upon and destroyed if this principle be adopted 
of the right, under the mere rules of the Senate, to 
reconsider and give a second vote after a measure 
has been rejected on the formal vote, taken ac- 
cording to the meaning of the Constitution, upon 
the reasons assigned by the President. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted —yeas 32, nays 9; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New H ire, 

— a i aa Casa, ees: ritten- 
en rkee e 

Pak Seana erecta Rroten’ Wass 

rum 

Weller, Wilson, and Wright—28. , ' 


| now is on the passage of the 
_ objections to the contrary notwithstanding, 


| Clay, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 


| Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H 








ne 


NAYS — Meeers. Ba 7 
ieasiot, pverian, | Mesek; Teams, om tha Wellece _—, 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The questio 
now is on reconsidering the vote. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. "Phe question 
ill, the President's 


Mr. BAYARD. I of course do not deem my- 


| Self bound to vote against this bill; but I cannoe 
| vote for it with my own convictions. Bowing t 
_ the majority of the Senate, I shall not vote at ql 


Mr. TOOMBS. [f think this bill, as it was 


| reported, comes fairly within the exceptional 
| principle which I have announced; but 


t ; It is in 
very bad company, with a bad combination, and, 


therefore, I vote against it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 31, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Bigler, Cag 
Clayton, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Durkeo’ 
Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, James, Jones of 
Towa, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Sebastian 
Seward, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Truinbull, Wade’ 
Weller, Wilson, and Wright—3t. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Bright, Brown, Butler, 
Maliory, 
Reid, Toombs, and Yulee—14. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Two thirds of 
the Senate having voted for the bill, it is passed. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. STUART, the bill (H.R, 


No. 276) granting bounty land to the officers an¢ 


crews of 


— armed vessels commissioned by 
the Unite 


States, was read twice by its title, and 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


COMMITTEE REPORT. 
Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 


R. No. 301) authorizing the establishment of a 
navy depot on Blythe Island, at Brunswick, on 
the coast of Georgia, and for other purposes, 
reported it without amendment. 


WASHINGTON BRIDGES. 


Mr. BROWN. Yesterday we passed an amend- 
ment to one of the appropriation bills, appropri- 
ating a considerable sum of money to keep bridges 
in this city in repair. The House of Represent- 
atives have sent us a very proper bill to prevent 
trespasses on those bridges, and to enable the 
city authorities of Washington to keep them in 
repair. Iask that it may be taken up. I under- 
stand that it is very important to prevent these 
trespasses, and that money will be saved by its 
passage. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


| ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 


sider the bill (H. R. No. 214) to extend the 


oe of the corporation of the city of 
ashington over the lower Eastern Branch, or 


| Navy-Yard bridge, and to regulate travel on the 
| upper Eastern Branch, or Benning’s bridge, and 


for other purposes. 

Mr. BROWN. It is a short bill, and contains 
but two provisions: One is to prevent persons 
from shooting on the bridges, by which travel- 
ers are incommoded; and the other is to prevent 
galloping over them with loaded wagons. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


SENATE BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Swney Wessrer, Esq., his Secretary, 
announced that he had approved and signed the 
following enrolJed bills: 

An act to regulate the compensation of members 
of Cengress; 

An act providing for a necessary increase and 
better organization of the medical department of 
the Army; and 

An act to amend the acts regulating the fees, 
costs, and other judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment, in the States, Territories, and District of 
Columbia, an@ for other purposes. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ARMY BILL. 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate, asin 


Committee of Ww resumed the consider- 
ation of | bal ts. @. 427) making additional 


pristine ions fi Army for 
ne Pear ending Mine 30, 1857, the outer aad 
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—_—_ See 


| being on Mr. Sewarn’s motion to amend the | 
éfth section by striking out the words, ‘*non- | 
commissioned officers, musicians, and soldiers,’’ 
and the words, ** including volunteersand militia | 
nustered into the service of the United States,”’ | 
tbat taking precedence of the motion of the Com- | 
mittee on Finance to strike out the section. 
“Mr. PUGH. So faras I have examined the 
act of 1848, I withdraw my opposition to the | 
amendment of the committee. 1am satisfied the 
Senator from Georgia 1s right. ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. I am against the section, and | 


Tam against thisamendment. If it isallstricken || 
out, 1 am content. 1 


The amendment of Mr. Sewarv was agreed | 
to; and the question recurred on the motion of 
the Committee on Finance to strike out the sec- 
tion, as amended, which is as follows: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of | 
the first section of the act granting péns to the widows 
and orphans of persons dying in the naval Service, approved 
August 11, 1848, be extended to the widows and orphans of | 
officers of the Army of the United States. 


Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. PUGH. [I wish to say one word in ex- 
planation of my vote, as 1 opposed the striking 
out of this section early in the day. I have only 
to repeat that I have since examined the act of 
August 11, 1848, and I am satisfied that the naval 





pensions are wrong, and that next session they || 


ought to be altered. Therefore, I shall vote 
against the extension, although this morning | | 
advocated it. 

Mr. SEWARD. The widows of the officers 
of the Navy of the United States who die while 
in the service are pensioned under an existing 
law of the United States, for the repeal of which 
Ihave no better guarantee than the promise of | 
the honorable Senator from Ohio, that he will labor | 
to produce such a result hext year, At the same 
time, the widows of officers of the Army of the 
United States, who are equally meritorious, who 
die in the service, do not receive pensions. Some | 
of the widows of officers of the Army of the Uni- 
ted States who have died in the service, have been 
pensioned by particular special enactments. It 
seems that, with the consent of Congress, the 
principle is going to be established that, while 
such pensions are enjoyed all over the United 
States, in the cases of death which shall oecur here- 
after, the widows are to be moons of such pen- 
sions. The consequence will be that the widows 
of officers of the same class will be pensioned, 
while others will go without pensions. It is un- 
equal; and inequality, in such a case, is injustice. 
! hope the Senate will sustain the adoption of 
the section sanctioned by the approval of the 
Committee on Pensions of this Sete and not 
strike it out. 

Mr. STUART. The case was very clearly 
stated by the Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Pearce] this morning, and I wish only to reca- | 
pitulate it now in a very few words. The navy | 
pensions were given out of a fund that was ob- 
tained by the men engaged in the service them- 
selves, by their prizes. They contributed to a 
fund which the Goeerativat agreed should con- 
stitute a pension fund. The only variance has | 
been in the fact.that the Government itself, it was 
said, perverted of used a portion of the fund, and 





Congress passed a law to make up precisely what || 


they had taken, and not to go any further. The 
idea of putting officers of the Army and voluh- 
teers on the same footingis impossible. Itcannot 
be done. These individuals never created any | 
fund; never contributed to any fund; as those who | 
received the naval pensions did. This therefore 
stands as a proposition to put these persons on a | 

sion, withoutany regard to the naval pensions, 
ecause they were founded on a fund which was 
created by the officers and sailors themselves, 
and Congress has done no more than to appro- 
a to them that fund, dollar and cent, and 

ve refused to go beyond it. The committee 
ropose to strike out this section, as there is no 
oundation for it, according to its own proposition. 

Mr. CLAY. Lask the Senator from Michigan 
whether that prize money fund has not been long 
since exhausted? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. 

Mr. CLAY. Lam advised that it has been. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator is mistaken. Ho 
will remember that at the last Congress the Sen- 











ator from Louisiana (Mr. Suuvett} had a bill, to 
| which I objected, and which he explained as just, 


|, exhausting the balance of that fund which the 


| United States had used. That is as far as we 
| have gone. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
| resulted—yeas 26, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Biggs, 


|| Bigler, Bright, Cass, Crittenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, 


Iverson, Mailory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebas- 
tian, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, Wright, 
| and Yulee—26. 


| Wilson—11. 


So the motion to strike out the section was 
| agreed to. 


| nance was to strike out section seven, in the fol- 
lowing words: 


NAYS—Messrs. Collamer, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, | 
Houston, James, Jones of Iowa, Seward, Weller, and | 


|| The nextamendment of the Committee on Fi- | 


| Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all claims for ar- | 


| rearages due on account of the suppression of Indian hos- 
| tilities in Florida between the years 1835 and 1842, shall be 
ascertained, adjudicated, and adjusted by the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury, upon principles of equity 
and justice, on the production of clear and satisfactory 
| proof in all cases that the supplies were actually furnished 

in good faith, and the services actually rendered, as charged; 
| and the prices to be allowed shall be such as prevailed in the 
; country at the time; and that such settlement by the ac- 


|| counting officers as aforesaid shall be final and conclusive : 


Provided, That this provision shall not apply to any claim 


|| that has not already been presented for settlement or pay- 


ment to some officer of the Government. 


Mr. WELLER. 1 should like to hear some 
explanation from the Committee on Finance why 
| this amendment is proposed. None of the papers 
| were sent to that committee in this case, but my 


friend from Florida [Mr. Yutxe] can explain the || I . oe 
. | 1852, and you request to be informed what is the amount 


ground on which this provision was inserted in 
the bill. 


~ . 


by the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, [Mr. We.uer,] the papers which were 
before that committee, and which induced the 
| insertion of this section in the bill by them. were 
| not before the Committee on Finance; and there- 
| fore, I presume, they misunderstood the purpose 
| of the section. 
| does it create a basis for any appropriation, but 


dication of which is obstructed by techi 
culties that prevent their being closed. The sec- 
tion was prepared at the Auditor’s office, and a 
letter from the Auditor to the Military Committee 
will explain the whole matter; and it will be seen 
| that he called the attention of the Secretary of the 


action. 
already in#the Treasury, and appropriated, to the 
settlement of accounts pending, by authorizing a 
rule of settlement by the accounting officers which 
they have thought would be proper. I desire to 
have the letter read. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will state, as well as [ rec- 
| ollect them, the reasons which induced the Com- 
mittee on Finance to recommend the striking out 
of this section. 
; arrearages, as they are called, growing out of the 
‘ suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, be- 
tween the years 1835 and 1842, shall be ascer- 
tained, adjudicated, and settled, by the proper 
accounting officers, on the principles of equity 
| and justice; and that the settlement by these 
| accounting officers shall be final and conclusive. 
There is no rule of any sort or description laid 





| 
! 
| 
' 
} 
| 





'| down, or established, by which the accounting 


| officers are to be governed. They are left solely 

to their own discretion as to whatequity and just- 

| ice require. As this was a large class of claims 

| —a class of claims generally subject to distrust— 
the committee thought it was not proper to leave 
them to the uncontrolled discretion of the sense 
of justice and equity of the ne officers, 
onl then to make their decisions final, so as to 
bind us by rules of which we know nothing in 
advance. We did not think that right, and there- 
fore moved to strike out the section. 

Mr. YULEE. Before the letter is read, I will 
state that the Finance Committee misapprehended 
the character of the claims; and for the purpose 
of meeting that misapprehension, at the , 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on Mil- 


Treasury, in 1854, to the necessity of some such | 
It is to enable him to apply moneys | 


It provides that all claims for | 


Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, as was remarked | 


It involves no appropriation, nor | 


simply authorizes a rule of adjustment, which | 
was asked by the auditing officers—and has been |} 
asked for the last two or three years—to enable | 
them to close the settlement of accounts which | 
have been resting there for some years, pe adju- | 

‘al diffi- | 
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itary Affairs, | to offer an amendment, 
which will restrict the application of the section 
to the accounts to which it is really intended to 
apply. That will be done by inserting the words: 
* Unadjusted accounts for forage, subsistence, 
and transportation. ”” 

It relates to military accounts, and does not 
cover an amount of more than thirty or forty 
thousand dollars, for which the money is now in 
the Treasury. It propuses no new rule. Under 
all appropriations of a similar character which 
have been made, the same rules were prescribed; 
but it happens that in this particular class they 
were not. All others have been adjusted on prin- 
ciples of equity =nd justice, under the direction 
of law, as this section proposes; agd it is limited 
by the proviso, at the end of the section, to ac- 
counts already in the hands of the Auditor, and 
which are described in the letter I have sent to 
the Chair. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. When did the law pase 


| making thre oe 


| think 


Mr. YULEE. Four or five years ago. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Was it not ten years 
ago? 

Mr. YULEE. I cannot tell exactly; but I 
it was about four or five years ago, Let 


| the letter be read. 


The Secretary read the following letter: 


Treascry DePpaRTMENT, 
Tuinp Avprror’s Orrice, July 18, 1856. 
Sir: I have had the honor to receive your better of the 


| 16th instant, stating that the Senate, having referred to the 


Military Committee, of which you are chairman, a resola 

tion to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the payment of arrearages on account of the suppression of 
Indian hostilities in Florida between the years 1835 and 


of those arrearages for which it may be necessary to make 
provision. 

Accordingly, in reply, I have the honor to state, that there 
are at presert on file in this office, unsettled claims almost 
entirely of citizens of the present State of Florida for sup- 
plies alleged to have been furnished and for services ren- 
dered during the Seminole hostilities in the then Territory 
of Florida within the periods above indicated, amounting in 
round numbers to say $80,000. For the satisfaction of such 


| of this description of claims as should be decided by the 





ee 





proper officers of the Government to be allowable, Congresa 
passed an act, which was approved February 27, 1851, 
[See pamphlet laws of the United States, puge 571,) appro- 
priating $75,000, and by the act of March 3, 1853, the bal 
ance remaining in the Treasury of said appropriation was 
reappropi@ated for the same objects. Since the date of the 
first appropriation there has been allowed and paid of the 
claas of claims upon reports by this office about $40,300, so 
that there remains of the original appropriation of g75,000 
about $34,200 still considered applicable. 

It is impossible to say how many claims are outstanding 
besides those now on file; but itis believed that, after so 
long a lapse of time, they cannot be very numerous, or 
heavy in amount. 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBERT J. ATKINSON, 
Third Auditor, 
Hon. Jonn B. Weer, United States Senate. 

P. S. In my report to the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the 2lst of October, 1854, (see Executive Document No. 3, 
second session Thirty-Third Congress, pages 86 and 87,) 
his attention was especially called to these claims, an ex 
tract from which I inclose herewith. 


Mr. YULEE. To meet one objection which 
might arise, this section contains a proviso * that 


| this provision shall not apply to any claim that has 


not already been presented for settlement or pay- 
ment.”’ I should like to have the question taken 
on the amendment which I have sent to the desk, 
in order that the section may be putin its proper 
form. I move to strike out the words ‘** claims 
for arrearages,’’ and insert ** unadjusted accounts 
for forage, subsistence, and transportation here- 
tofore made;”’ so that the section will read: 

“That all unadjusted accounts for forages subsistence, 
and transportation, under appropriations heretofore made, 
and due on account of the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties”? &e. 

Mr.STUART. Mer. President, it must be per 
fectly obvious from the letter of the Third Auditor 
of the Treasury, which has been read—a letter 
called out by a resolution introduced into the 
Senate—that this is but another way of fixing « 
rule of evidence to geta balance of claims that 
cannot be allowed under the existing law. That 
is all there is of this case. The law as it stands, 
according to the letter of the Third Auditor, is 
ry sufficient to allow him to examine, adjudge, 

pay all the claims that Congress, in appro- 
priating the $75,000 a few years ago, intended to 

y; but like every other batch of this sort, claims 
ce been presented without any foundation what- 
ever. You cannot adjust claims against this Gov- 
ernment on any basis, when for every valid claim 
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you will not have ten —— —_ and —— . ~— the —— ae ame ps 
. Improper and invalid claims are always ose who were to be the recipients of this fun ’ 
a eed ae those that are valid. There is no || came to make out their accounts, they could not came areata twenty years" continuous waa? 
officer of the Government gh ap nem for any tee proper eee. Is there anything vice, $1,150 per annum, with the quarters and fue} aii awe 
other rule of evidence to aid down, or any || extraordinary in our authorizing our accountants ; 
additional legislation. ‘The letter which has eae to look into the claims on their merits? Is there wun Sie coaster coeiee - Sobre AR, twenty 
c . aes . . . . . . > per annum, With 
read does not propose any such thing—nota word || anything in this clause which will authorize the |} the fuel and quarters allowed a rs 
of it. He does not say that any legislation is || payment of one dollar that is not justly due? You To each military storekeeper 1g duty as paymaster 
necessary to enable him to go on and adjudicate || cannot say so unless you presume our account- ot See Ax enenel of construction, F annum, 
these claims’ on the principles which Congress | ants to be faithless. These are accounts for trans- || pyar the fuel aa -enkaaat ae nea shan res, 
laid down when they appropriated the money; |, portation and forage actually furnished, and they || nished in kind, and no commutation shall be allowed — 
but the secret is so obvious, that it cannot be || are accounts which have been rendered some time || for. ' 
overlooked. Here is a batch of claims utterly || since, and are now pending, and cannot be paid Mr. WELLER. _I desire to amend the section 
worthless that ought never to be paid; and hence || only because the rules of evidence required by || before the question is taken on striking it out I 
this language is thrown in, that he is to examine || the Department do not admit them. propose toamentd it by striking out all in regard to 


and allow them on the principles of equity and In appropriating money for the payment of || the compensation of storekee except th 
justice: Combes is asked to transfer to the ie troops, and the redemption of State debts || clause, ed inserting: pers, Pt the last 


i 

incurred by paying troops, Congress assumes as Each military storekeeper whose com sak 

3 ; ‘ ; . > pensation js 
examine these old claims, (which he says in his H nearly as possible to meet the contingency; but || $825, shall hereafter receive $1,250 per annum, aadten 
letter are so stale that there cannot be much valid- | Congress never mig ya that any invariable || who now receivgg§1,950, shall hereafter receive $1,500 per 
ity leftin them,) and by the importunity of A, || rule can be laid down to meet every contingency || #*24™- 
| 
| 
| 
| 





$950 per annum, with the quarters. and fuel allowed to , 





Third Auditor of the seegera? 6 the sole power to 


B, and C, on principles of equity and justice to || of evidence that may arise. But when Congress The provision inserted originally in the bil), 
exhaust the balance of this fund. Over $40,000 || is advised that outstanding claims which, on || which is now proposed to be stricken out by the 
have been paid, and they want the balance of the || their investigation, prove to be meritorious, can- Committee on Finince, is recommended by the 
$75,000 heretofore appropriated. not be paid, because the rules of the Department Secretary of War; but, in my judgment, it 1s too 
It ought to be objection enough to this section || stand in their way, is there any injustice in pro- complicated. I prefer making a direct increase of 
that the bill before us is entitled, ‘a bill making || viding some amelioration of the technical rules? ||-the salary of these officers, without any provis- 
additional appropriations for the support of the || This is all that is asked here. ion for assimilated rank or fuel and quarters. 
Army;”° ae yet, here is thrown into it a section Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think it will be ex- The necessity for an increase of the number of 
to reexamine, resettle, and adjudicate, upon what || ceedingly impolitic to adopt this provision of the military storekeepers has been frequently urged 
an individual thinks the principles of equity and || bill. The Committee on Finance recommend that by the Secretary of War. In his last annual 
justice, Indian claims in Florida, It does seem || it should be stricken out; and I hope that will be || TePort, he says: 
to me to be the baldest measure I ever heard pre- || done. It is an invitation—a standing, regular, “T concur with the Quartermaster General in recom- 
sented; and I hope the Senate, without further |! and perpetual invitation—to those persons in- mending the addition of five military storekeepers to his 


: oa os er tment. At is but a sing] f cloth- 
delay, will strike it out. cluded within the descriptions named, to come arene oie san aerviiet ceamenes ‘on ee Sieh 


forward, time after time, and, when there is a || for the whole Army have to be dispatched therefrom to each 
defect of the testimony, to resort to memory. ed ye tae sp 3 long inter. 

: 5 ~ vals, and consequently in large quantities, so that the com. 
We know on spemery fails a the lapse of panies are embarrassed in their movements, and the expense 
time; and the gentlemen, in this case, allow am- |! of oe is increased by the large amount of stores 
ple opportunity for that failure of memory. It is || whieh they have to take with them. With five depots, 
| twenty years since these accounts were made out. pore? rene re a ae be — re 

. : , : quently in small quantities ; the troops would thus 

| It seems to me that we have had, of the Florida lobe DaCaeGNEe wa baggage, and the expense of their 


r, YULEE. I hope the Senate will not strike 
it out. The Senator is mistaken. There is no 
Indian claim here. The section is entirely con- 
fined to accounts for subsistence, forage, and 
transportation, relating to the military service of 
troops in the pay of the United States, serving 
during a war; and it becomes necessary, not by 
reason of there being any injustice in the claims, movements woala be Gualsaenad.?? 
but because of technical rules which obstruct jus- in the time which I shall occupy with a few re- |! Ih doubt, fi h 6 
tice. There isa case of this sort: for instance, || marks. th Seer no “a wee . © oe of 
where volunteer officers, who are not acquainted Suppose we should make this principle gen- ‘ Of he oa o | ad t oe vane ie 
with the regulations of the Army, did not make || eral: how would it be? This section embraces | ¥ at . ee ; e kee ° hn Tred 
out their certificates according to the forms of || all persons in Florida having claims. Let us do tae di mus ont fey eee RAE ei ig 
law, and therefore, according to the rul f the equal justice to the whole people of the United th = ‘h aL be i ea d . It’ ; a aha _ 
Department, they could not be allowe@ The || States, and make it apply perpetually to all the thar. a cit ” aan ae a pa," Odette ia 
BrOpenitips is, that the accounting officers may || claims which they can make out. If, at the first 9 bill, A ay ne oe was eee ee m 
xe wllowed to look into the cases on their merits; attempt 1ey fail, let them, twenty or thirty years | = F; 2 Cc ne ee WAS led < “7 4 ws = 
and, on due proof that the service was actually afterwa 8, or whenever they can eke outany evi- ft eae yr of Was vn this 6 vs las re o 
performed for the benefit of the United States, |) dence of any claim against the United States, with- oF tne raf thoy h dlc ik d is ete. . vad 
and under circumstances authorized by law, to || out further appeal to Congress, go before an ac- very. ined tt ley * oe into id ee . de 
pay for it. That is the whole amount of the sec- | counting officer, and, according to his measure of per f Se bass nome f ey. _—_ a < id 
tion, It prescribes no new rule, but precisely the t satinned F the necessity Of aN IneseawE, end wouX 


|| equity and justice, let him settle it, and let it be “ 
ees ; ; ; not hav t triking out of this 
rule that has been applied to all other appropria- || paid, without further authority, from the Treasury || eaniials e recommended the striking ou 


tions of a similar character for services in Mexico || of the United States! Why, sir, itis a standing in- || Mr. PEARCE. Iti his TAA the Finatice 
and elsewhere. It relates simply to military ac- || yitation to allow every one who can males claim, || C eae 7 ; if he had had + a ee ae f 
counts, and its only purpose is to remove obstruc- || by testimony made up at one time arf another, | omeest as ey, Dad am coht nice t pati Sal 
tions created by technical rules, of which militia || after the memory of the transaction has passed || Sita a Pane but che tall eo wire ht 
officers were ignorant, and therefore not able to | away toa greatextent, and we are in ignorance of | ode ae —. tee Sed | Tien 
comply with them. This section came from the || the circumstances, to come forward, and, relying tous ~— ay; it ni Sanat at ‘he's a. 
office of the Third Auditor of the Treasury. L '| on the failure of human memory, the visions of | Gey “ oo ae re od 
r > 7 u » > if . . . 
a Oe no more, but hope the vote will be || old, and the dreams of young men, if he can get || vide considerable alterations in the present regu- 


E ‘ any sort of evidence, have his claim paid at once, |! ;,,: : . of which 
_ Mr. MALLORY. Mr, President, the troops || without further trouble. On such a system, you || p-sugmasintieal pater, dered ger oy ig So MM 
in Florida were called out by State authority, and 


will soon have no treasury. I hope the amend- os ae Mek feast na a a ee o. ee 
Ew by State authority, and the debt was assumed || ment of the committee will prevail, and this sec- || SONS 4 + aSCTOFS,, Seat ES Re ae vans ie, 
y the United States. The Senator from Michi- || tion be stricken out. If there is anything justly it wou d “es aes proper a pas’ over suc Ae 
gan dwells on the words * equity and justice,’’ as || due, let the claims be brought forward as other | a = ig sider ad eae i nd sith a 
if they were new terms, containing within them- || claims are, and acted on by this body, and let us fallen, i SS ar ce 1 deliberately, and Ww 
selves some hidden and extraordinary meaning || not pass a general law of this sort. M WELLER. * Tie aeiioee te i 
not known.to the Senate. Why, sir, scarcely a The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in a ao Co su ee a4 a od 
month passes over us here that we do not in‘ro- || the chair.) The first question is on the amend- pa ot eper Grate aoe eee 
duce these identical words into bills to meet cases 2 . 


1 r this matter 
3 ment of the Senator from Florida to the section pes gon wonetel = 0 aa es in det ernment. 
where the technical rules of evidence of the proposed to be stricken out. ry ere rs P 


, d ; t 

Seer connate compeed wu. D0 ey ||. Rbaggeandeont was rejected. Sets diene casio: ieemmmetae Gener! 

ustly 8 ’ services: were The motion of the Finance Committee to strike || Jesup. Ih e Senate will not agree to the 
cers of the volunteer service who || 01. the section was ngrealto. P ‘ope ag ; 


ith th idence report of the Finanee Committee, but will retain 
pe Rodarte. ug treed: The next amendment of the Committee on || this section in the bill, as indispensably necessary 
sin such a way Finance was to strike out section eight, in the || to the: service of the 
“Sec. 8 And be it fur 


claim, more settlements than I could enumerate 
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